Article XV .—A Revised List of the Birds of Massachusetts ,—By 
J. A. Allen. 

Twenty-two years have passed since the publication, in 1864, 
of my first list of the birds of Massachusetts.* In 1870 I added 
some supplementary notes,f and in 1878 published a new list of 
the birds of the Stated revised to date. In the introduction to 
this u List ” I called attention to the fact that during the previous 
ten years not less than thirty-four species had been added to the 
avian fauna of the State. During the eight years which have 
since elapsed twenty-two species have been added, many captures 
of other rarities have been recorded, and much has been learned 
respecting the mode of occurrence of many others, particularly 
the off-shore aquatic species. Besides this, the nomenclature of 
the subject has recently been greatly modified, and important 
changes made in the method of classification. It seems, there¬ 
fore, desirable to once more bring the subject down to date, where 
it is my purpose to leave it to other and better hands. 

In the introduction to my 1878 “ List,” I gave a somewhat de¬ 
tailed historical summary of the literature of Massachusetts 
ornithology, tracing the gradual increase of our knowledge of the 
subject from the date of Dr. Emmons’s “ Report,” published in 
1833, and containing the first formal list of the birds of the State, 
to the year 1878. During this period the list of Massachusetts 
birds increased from 160 species to 321. It is not necessary to 
repeat this summary here; but a few words may be added in re¬ 
spect to the more recent investigations. These relate mainly to 
the sea-board, and the elevated, region about Williamstown, and 
include observations of great interest on many of the rarer 
species. 

In 1878, in referring to the general subject of Massachusetts 
ornithology, I mentioned the region west of the Connecticut Val¬ 
ley as still presenting an inviting field for investigation, since it 
was evident that many species must breed in its more elevated 

♦Catalogue of the Birds found at Springfield, Mass., with Notes on their Migrations, Habits, 
etc., together with a List of those Birds found in the State not yet observed at Springfield. 
Proc. Essex Inst., Vol. IV, No. a, pp. 48-98, July, 1S64. 

t Notes on some of the Rarer Birds of Massachusetts. Amer. Nat., Vol. Ill, pp. 505-519, 
568-585, 631-649, Dec. 1869, Jan. and Feb. 1870. 

$ A list of the Birds of Massachusetts, with Annotations. Bull. Essex Inst., Vol. X, 1878, 
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parts which do not commonly pass the summer in the central 
and eastern portions of the State. “This, in fact,” I stated, 
w is known to be the case with a few, and is inferred for others. 
What is needed now to complete our knowledge of the ornith¬ 
ology of Massachusetts are exhaustive lists of the birds of at 
least two localities in Berkshire County—one near its northern 
boundary and the other near its southern boundary. It is to be 
hoped that not many years will pass before these desiderata will 
be supplied.” 

A part of this interesting field has since been hastily examined 
by Mr. William Brewster, who spent from June 21 to June 29, 
1883, in exploring the region about Williamstown and Graylock 
Mountain, with results of the highest interest.* The breeding 
there, previously only inferred, of a number of species was not 
only confirmed, but four not before known to breed anywhere in 
the State were found to be common summer residents. Gray¬ 
lock, in short, proved to be, faunally speaking, “a Canadian 
Island rising from an Alleghanian sea,” in which were found 
breeding many species not known to nest elsewhere in New 
England south of Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont. While 
Mr. Brewster’s brief visit to Mount Graylock has added so much 
to our knowledge of the birds of the western part of the State, 
Berkshire County, particularly its southwestern portion, still offers 
an inviting field for ornithological exploration. 

In respect to the coast birds, Mr. R. L. Newcomb’s notes on 
the Grallae,t based on an experience of twenty years’ collecting 
and shooting on the Massachusetts coast, chiefly in Essex County, 
give valuable and explicit information respecting the relative 
abundance of the so-called Shore Birds, nearly thirty species of 
which are briefly mentioned. Mr. William Brewster, in his review 
of Part II of Stearns and Coues’s “New England Bird Life,”J 
also takes occasion to correct many long-standing errors regard¬ 
ing the relative abundance and seasons of occurrence of various 
species of Ducks, Petrels, and Shearwaters, based on his thorough 
knowledge of our coast birds. It is to be hoped he will be able 

* Notes on the Summer Birds of Berkshire County, Massachusetts. Auk, Vol. I, Jan. 1884, 
pp. 5-16. 

t Notes oa Shore Birds. Forest and Stream, Vol XXII, No. *5, pp. 483,484, July 17,1884. 

t Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, Vol. VIII, Z883, pp. X61-X64. 
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soon to give us more fully tlie results of his mature experience 
with our water birds, respecting which so little is still satisfactorily 
recorded. 

As bearing upon the general subject of Massachusetts ornith- 
ology, mention should be made in this connection of Stearns and 
Coues’s handy manual of New England ornithology,* which gives 
not only the bibliography of the subject (Vol. I, pp. 42-50) to 
18797 but detailed references to the records of the rarer species 
occurring in Massachusetts and the adjoining States. In the 
compilation of these scattered records the authors give credit 
for valuable assistance to Mr. H. A. Purdie, of Boston, whose 
familiarity with the subject, and whose trustworthiness in such 
matters are well known. 

As already stated, twenty-two species of birds have been added 
to the fauna of the State since the publication of my 1878 
“ List,” including one (.Puffinus borealis Cory) new to science. 
The number of species then recorded was 317 (including one 
given in an “Addendum ” and not numbered consecutively in the 
list), plus four extirpated, making a total of 321. The present 
list numbers 339, plus four extirpated, or 443 in all. Of the 24 
species then given as of probable occurrence, six have been since 
taken within the limits of the State; six others have been recorded 
as taken in the Connecticut Valley, within six to ten miles of the 
southern boundary of Massachusetts. 

The present list, as was the former, is divided into five catego¬ 
ries, namely: (1) species fully authenticated as birds of the State; 
(2) species of probable occurrence; (3) extirpated species; (4) 
doubtful species; (5) introduced species. The classification and 
nomenclature adopted is that of the new A. 0 . U. Check List of 
North American Birds.f 

An asterisk (*) prefixed to the current number of a species in¬ 
dicates that it is either known to breed in the State, or that it 
occurs in summer under circumstances that render its breeding 
almost unquestionable. A species having its current number in- 

* New England Bird Life: being a Manual of New England Ornithology. Revised and 
edited from the manuscript ofWinfnd A. Steams. By Elliott Coues. Boston: Lee & Shep¬ 
hard. 8vo. Vol. I, 1881, pp. 324- Vol. II, 1883, pp. 409. 

f The Code of Nomenclature and Check List of North American Birds, adopted by the 
American Ornithologists’ Union; being the Report of the Committee of the Union on Classifi¬ 
cation and Nomenclature. New York, 1886. 8vo, pp. viii. +392. 

1886.] 
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closed in brackets is to be regarded as a casual or accidental 
visitor only, or so rare as to render it practically an extraneous 
element of the fauna. The annotations are intended as merely a 
brief indication of the manner of occurrence of the species, par¬ 
ticularly as regards season and relative abundance. The records 
of capture of the rare or accidental visitors are fully given for 
the last ten years, and generally for the last twenty years, or for 
the interval since the publication of my first Catalogue in 1864. 
The earlier records are generally omitted, but they were included 
in the 1864 list. These three lists—1864, 1878, and the present— 
with the “ Notes ” published in 1870, give a nearly exhaustive 
record of the occurrences of the rarer birds of the State. As a 
matter of correlative interest, reference is also made, in most such 
cases, to records of capture in adjoining States, as tending to 
indicate the probable status of the species as a Massachusetts 
bird. With few exceptions only the original record is cited. 

I.— SPECIES FULLY AUTHENTICATED AS BIRDS OF THE 

STATE. 

1. Colymbus hoIboellL Holbcell’s Grebe.— Chiefly a winter 
visitant; not common. Has been taken late in May, in full breed¬ 
ing plumage. 

2 . Colymbus auritus. Horned Grebe. —Chiefly a winter 
visitant; not common. A few remain in summer. 

*3. Podilymbas podiceps. Pied-billed Grebe.— Rather rare 
resident; more common in spring and fall than at other seasons. 

*4. Urinator imbor. Loon. —More or less frequent resident 
in portions of the State, but much more numerous in winter than 
at other seasons. 

5 . Urinator lumme. Red-throated Loon. —Common win¬ 
ter visitant along the coast; rare in the interior ; most numerous 
in autumn and spring. 

6 . Fratercula aretica. Puffin. —Not uncommon winter visi¬ 
tant along the coast.. 

[7.]? Simorhynehus cristatellus. Crested Auklet.— A 
small Crested Auk was killed at Chatham, during the winter of 
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1884-85. The specimen was not preserved, and the record rests 
wholly on the testimony of an unscientific but intelligent and other¬ 
wise trustworthy observer, as recorded in “ The Auk ” of Octo¬ 
ber, 1885 (II, 388). While the identity of the species cannot 
therefore be given with certainty, there is very little reason to 
doubt the determination here made. 

8 . Cepplius grylle. Black Guillemot. — Rather common 
winter visitant, mostly off the coast. 

9 . Cepphus mandti. Mandt’s Guillemot. —Off the coast 
in winter ; not common. 

10. Urlatroile. Murre.— Rare or irregular winter visitant 
along the coast. (See Brewster , Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VII, 1882, 

251-) 

11. Uria lomvia. Bruninch’s Murre. —Common winter 
visitant along the coast. 

12 . Alca torda. Razor-billed Auk. — Not uncommon in 
winter along the coast. 

13. Alle alle. Dovekie. —Irregular and generally rare win¬ 
ter visitant along the coast; occasionally common. Of accidental 
occurrence in the interior, having been taken as far from the coast 
as Springfield. ■ 

[14.] Megalestris skua. Skua. — Rare or accidental off the 
coast. The only record is George’s Banks, July, 1878 (j Brewer, 
Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, III, 1878, 188). Mr. William Dutcher in¬ 
forms me that a specimen, now in his cabinet, drifted ashore dead 
on Long Island, N. Y., in January, 1886; and it may occur 
sparingly off the whole New England coast. 

15. Stercorarius pomarinus. Pomarine Jaeger.— A not 
common spring and autumn visitant along the coast. 

16. Stercorarius parasiticus. Parasitic Jaeger.—A regular 
spring and fall migrant along the coast. 

17. Stercorarius longicaudus. Long-tailed Jaeger.— 
Rare in spring and fall along the coast. 

The three Jaegers have usually been regarded as winter visitors, 
but fishermen and gunners along the coast say that none of these 

1886.] 
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birds are seen by them in the winter, but that they occur along 
the coast in autumn, and again in the spring. 

18. Rissa tridactyla. Kittiwake. —Common in winter along 
the coast. 

[ 19 .] Larus glaucus. Glaucous Gull. —A rare straggler in 
winter from the north. 

20. Larus leucopterus. Iceland Gull. —Rare winter visitor. 
Recent records are Boston, Jan. 31, 1880 (Bangs, Bull. Nutt. Orn. 
Club, VI, 1881, 124), and November, 1881 ( Cory , ibid., VII, 1882, 
60). 

21. Laras marinas. Great Black-backed Gull. —Com¬ 
mon winter visitant. 

[22.] Lams argentatus. Herring Gull. —Rare or casual. 
I have examined several specimens taken along the coast of Essex 
County. 

22 a. Larus argentatus smithsonianns. American Herring 
Gull. —Abundant winter visitant; a few remain along the coast 
in summer, where formerly they probably bred. 

23. Larus delawareasis. Ring-billed Gull. —Rather un¬ 
common on the coast in spring and fall. (See Brewster , Bull. 
Nutt. Orn. Club, VIII, 1883, 163.) 

*24. Larus atrieilla. Laughing Gull. —Formerly a not un¬ 
common summer visitant; now nearly extirpated from our coast. 

25. Larus Philadelphia. Bonaparte’s Gull. — Common 
spring and fall visitant; some remain in winter. 

[26.] Xema sahinii. Sabine’s Gull. —Accidental. The only 
Massachusetts record is Boston Harbor, Sept. 27, 1874 (Brewster , 
Am, Sportsman, V, 1875, 370); but it has been taken at Portland 
and Calais, Maine (Allen, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, III, 1878, 195). 

[27.] Gelochelidon nilotica. Gull-billed Tern. —Acci¬ 
dental. The only Massachusetts record of this southern species 
is Ipswich, Sept. 1871 ( Brewster , Am. Nat., VI, 1872, 306). A 
specimen, however, has been recorded as taken at Grand Menan, 
during the latter part of August, 1879 (Deane, on authority of G. 
A. Boardman, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, V, 1880, 63). 
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28. Sterna tschegraya. Caspian Tern. —Regular and not 
rare spring and fall migrant along the coast {Brewster, Bull. 
Nutt. Orn. Club, IY, 1879, 14). 

[29.] Sterna maxima. Royal Tern.— Accidental. Two 
specimens were taken by Messrs. Maynard and Brewster on Nan¬ 
tucket Island, July i,.i 874 (Am. Sports., V, 249, Jan. 16, 1875)— 
thus far the only authentic record. 

[30.] Sterna sandvicensis acuflavida. Cabot’s Tern.— 
Accidental. One record only—Chatham, August, 1865 {Allen, 
Am. Nat., Ill, Feb. 1870, 644). 

31. Sterna forsteri. Forster’s Tern. —Of rare but probably 
regular occurrence in autumn along the coast {Brewster, Am. 
Nat., VI., 1872, 306; JPurdie, ibid., VII, 1873, 693). I saw a num¬ 
ber. at Chatham in August, 1885. 

*32. Sterna hirundo. Common Tern. —Common summer 
resident along the coast; formerly abundant. 

*33. Sterna paradisaea. Arctic Tern. —Common summer 
resident along the coast; formerly abundant. 

*34. Sterna dougalli. Roseate Tern. —Not uncommon along 
the coast in summer, but much less numerous than formerly. 

*35. Sterna autillarum. Least Tern. —Common along the 
coast in summer. 

[36.] Sterna fuliginosa. Sooty Tern.— Accidental. There 
are three recent records of its capture in Massachusetts: Law¬ 
rence, Oct. 29, 1876 {Deane, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, II, 1877, 27); 
Williamstown, Sept. 1876 ( Tenney, Am. Nat., XI, 1877, 243); 
Chatham, Sept. 1877 {Brewer, Proc. Bost. Soc. Nat. Hist., XIX, 
1878, 308). It has, however, been taken several times in the ad¬ 
joining States, as follows: Saybrook, Conn., summer of 1876 
{Purdie, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, II, 1877, 22); Granby, Stony Creek, 
and Faulkner’s Island, Conn., autumn of 1876 {Merriam, Rev. 
Birds Conn., 1877, 134, 135); Point Judith, R. I. {Me 7 *riam, ibid., 
134); Parkman, Piscataquis Co., Me., Oct. 5, 1878 {Deane, Bull. 
Nutt. Orn. Club, V, 1880, 64); Rutland, Vt., 1876 {Brewer, Proc. 
Bost. Soc. Nat. Hist., XX, 1880, 276). It will be observed that 
nearly all of the specimens here mentioned were taken in the 
1886.] 
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autumn of 1876, mostly in September, indicating a remarkable 
invasion of these birds into New England in the fall of that year. 
Mr. William Dutcher informs me of a specimen taken on Long 
Island in 1878. 

37. Hylochelidon nigra surinamensis. Black Tern — 
Of somewhat irregular occurrence along the coast in August; 
sometimes not uncommon, particularly at Nantucket and near 
Chatham. There are numerous recent records for the New Eng¬ 
land coast, including that of New Hampshire and Maine as well 
as Massachusetts. On their occurrence in Massachusetts see 
Brewster, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, III, 1878, 190; Cahoon, Om. and 
Obi., IX, 1884, 151. I found them in numbers at Chatham in 
August, 1885, an( * a large flight is reported as seen there during 
the first week of September of the same year {F. B. JV[ebster], Om. 
and Ool., X, 1885, 160). See especially notes on this flight by 
Mr. J. C. Cahoon (Om. and Obi., XI, 1866, 10), who reports see¬ 
ing “as many as several hundred during the day [Aug. 31]; saw 
one flock of twenty-three sitting on the flats, but did not observe 
an adult among them.” 

[ 38 .] Ryuchops nigra. Black Skimmer. —Of casual occur¬ 
rence along the coast, from Long Island to Maine. (See especially 
Deane and Brewer, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, IV, 1879, 2 4 2 > 243). 
Perhaps formerly not uncommon on the coast of Massachusetts 
{Purdie, ibid., VIII, 1882, 125). 

[30.] Fulmarus glacialis. Fulmar.— Rare or accidental off 
the coast. The only record is George’s Banks, Nov. 1878 ( Brewer , 
Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, IV, 1879, 64). 

40. Puffinus borealis. Cory’s Shearwater. —Off the coast, 
at times apparently not uncommon. There are thus far, however, 
but two records—off Chatham Island, Cape Cod, Oct. 11, 1880 
{Cory, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VI, 1881, 84, where the species was 
first described), and again taken near the same place, August 2, 
1883 {Job, ibid., VIII, 1883, 244). A considerable number of 
specimens were obtained by Mr. Cory and many others were seen; 
Mr. Job secured three. 

41. Puffinus major. Greater Shearwater. —Abundant 
off the coast in summer. 



American Museum of Natural History . 229 


42. Puffinus stricklandi. Sooty Shearwater. —Abundant 
off the coast in summer. 

This and the preceding species have hitherto usually been re¬ 
garded as winter visitors, but intelligent fishermen and gunners 
assure me that no species of Shearwater is seen by them off the 
Massachusetts coast in winter. 

43. Oceanodroma leucorhoa. Leach's Petrel. —Common 
summer visitant along the coast. Breeds on the coast of Maine. 

44 . Oceanites oceaniciis. Wilson's Petrel. —Common off 
the coast in summer. 

[ 45 .] Pelagodroma marina. White-faced Petrel. —Acci¬ 
dental. The only record is off the coast, Sept. 2, 1885 ( Ridgway , 
Auk, II, 1885, 386). 

[46.] Sttla Sllla. Booby. —Rare or accidental. Thus far there 
is only one recent record—Cape Cod, Sept. 17, 1878 ( Brewer , 
Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, IV, 1879, 191). But there is an earlier 
and perhaps doubtful record, namely, Essex County, “ September, 
rare” {Putna?n, Proc. Essex Inst., I, 1856, 221). 

47 . Silla bassana. Gannet. —A not uncommon migrant in 
early spring and late fall. Not a winter visitant, as usually stated, 
according to the testimony of fishermen and gunners. 

48 . Phalacrocorax carbo. Cormorant. —Rare in spring and 
fall, and probably rare in winter. (See Brewster , Auk, II, 112.) 
Winters from the coast of Maine northward, straggling at the 
same season southward to New Jersey, and even South Carolina. 
Is supposed to have formerly bred from Massachusetts northward. 
A recent Rhode Island record, of interest in this connection, is 
Newport, March 27 and April 10,1884 ( fencks , Random Notes on 
Nat. Hist., II, 1885, 34). 

49. Phalacrocorax dilophus. Double-crested Cormorant. 
—Common spring and fall migrant. 

[50.] Pelecanus erythrorhynchos. American White Peli¬ 
can. — Now accidental; formerly common {Allen, Bull. Nutt. 
Orn. Club, I, 1876, 60). The only recent correct record of its 
capture appears to be North Scituate, Oct. 6, 1876 (. Purdie , Bull. 
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Nutt. Ora. Club, II, 1877, 22). The specimens reported by me 
(Am. Nat., Ill, 1870, 640) as taken at Ipswich and Nantucket 
were found I ater to be P . fuscus. (See remarks under P. fuscus .) 
There is, however, a recent New Brunswick record ( Chamberlaine , 
Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VII, 1882, 106). 

[ 51 .] Peleeanus fiiscus. Brown Pelican. —Accidental. Ips¬ 
wich {Maynard, Nat. Guide, 1870, 149); Nantucket {Allen, Am. 
Nat., Ill, Feb. 1870, 640), but wrongly given as P. erythrorhyncos .* 

52 . Merganser americanus. American Merganser.— Com¬ 
mon winter visitant, but most numerous in fall and spring. Proba¬ 
bly formerly bred in the State. 

53 . Merganser serrator. Red-breasted Merganser.— 
Common in spring and fall, many remaining in winter. 

54 . Lophodytes cncnllatns. Hooded Merganser. —Rather 
common spring and autumn visitant, many remaining in winter, 
and a few perhaps in summer. 

* 55 . Anas Ibosehas. Mallard. —A very rare straggler in 
spring and fall. Said to breed regularly at Somerset {Coues 
and Slade, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VIII, 1883, 186). 

*56. Anas Obscura. Black Duck.— Abundant winter resident, 
and rare in summer; doubtless formerly regularly resident the 
whole year. A recent record of its breeding in the State is Reho- 
both {F. H. C[arj>enter], Orn. and Obi., IX, 1884, 125). 

57 . Anas strepcra. Gadwall. —Rare spring and autumn 
visitant; perhaps only accidental. (See Brewster , Bull. Nutt. Orn. 
Club, VIII, 1883, 163.) 

58 . Anas americana. Baldpate. —Spring and autumn visi¬ 
tant. Rare. 

59 . Anas carolinensis. Green-winged Teal. —Rather un¬ 
common spring and autumn migrant {Brewster, Bull. Nutt. Orn. 
Club, VIII, 1878, 163). 

60. Anas discors. Blue-winged Teal. —Rather rare spring, 
and abundant autumn, migrant; formerly doubtless a summer 
resident. (See Brewster , Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VIII, 1883, 163.) 


•Corrected in a note added to last page of author’s extras, in which it is stated that 44 from 
information just received there is every reason for believing that this flock [of White Pelicans, 
mentioned on page 40 (of extras) as having visited Nantucket Island,] were Brown Pelicans.” 
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61. Spatula clypeata. Shoveller. —Rare spring and autumn 
visitant. It was formerly, judging from its present breeding range 
in the interior, a frequent summer resident. (Cf. Brown, on its 
occurrence at Portland, Maine, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VI, 1881, 
187.) 

62. Dafila acuta. Pintail. “ Gray Duck ” of gunners.— 
Rare winter visitant. 

*63. Aix sponsa. Wood Duck. —Common summer resident. 

64. Aythya americana. Redhead. —Rare spring and autumn 
migrant. 

65. Aythya vallisneria. Canvas-back. —Very rare spring 
and autumn visitant. 

66 . Aythya marila uearctica. American Scaup Duck.— 
Not common spring and autumn visitant, some remaining in winter. 

67. Aythya affinis. Lesser Scaup Duck. — Spring and fall 
migrant; not common. 

68 . Aythya collaris. Ring-necked Duck. —Rare spring and 
autumn migrant. 

69. Glaucionetta clangula americana. American Golden¬ 
eye. —Common winter resident. 

70. Glaucionetta islandica. Barrow's Golden-eye. —Rare 
winter visitant. Only recently added to the fauna of the State on 
record of its actual capture (Brewster, Am. Nat., VI, May, 1872, 
306). There is also a Connecticut record (Merriam, Rev. Bds. 
Conn., 1877, 126). 

71 . Charitonetta albeola. Butterball. —Common winter 
visitant. 

72. Clangula hyemalis. Old Squaw. — Common winter 
visitant. 

73. Histrionicus histrionicus. Harlequin Duck.— Rare 
winter visitant. Formerly, like most of the Ducks, more common 
than now {Brewer, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, II, 1877, 46). Still 
common in winter on the coast of Maine (Brewster, ibid., VIII, 
1883,163). 
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[74.] Caniptohemus labradorius.— Labrador Duck. —For¬ 
merly a not uncommon winter visitant; no recent record of its 
capture in this State. “ Abundant” in Boston market fifty years 
ago ( Brewer , Bull. Nutt. Om. Club, II, 1877, 46). The speci¬ 
mens figured by Audubon were killed by the “ Honourable Daniel 

Webster of Boston.on the Vineyard Islands.” The latest 

record of its capture anywhere is Elmira, Chemung County, N. Y., 
Dec. 12, 1878 ( Gregg , Am. Nat., XIII, 1879, 128). 

[ 75 .] Somateria mollissima. Eider.— Doubtless a rare win¬ 
ter straggler from the north. (See Brewster , Auk, II, 1885, hi.) 

76. Somateria dresseri. American Eider. —Not uncom¬ 
mon in spring and fall, some remaining in winter. 

77. Somateria spectabilis. King Eider.— Rare winter visi¬ 
tant. 

78. Oidemia americana. American Scoter. —Common in 
spring and fall, and not rare in winter. 

79. Oidemia deglandi. White-winged Scoter. —Common 
winter visitant. More common than the last or next. 

80. Oidemia perspicillata. Surf Scoter —Common winter 
visitant. 

81. Erismatura rubida. Ruddy Duck.— Rather common 
winter visitant, but most numerous in fall and spring. 

[82.] Chen hyperborea. Lesser Snow Goose. —Rare or ac¬ 
cidental winter visitor. Several specimens have come to my 
knowledge, taken in Massachusetts, which seem referable to this 
form. 

82 a. Chen hyperborea nivalis. Greater Snow Goose. — 
Rare winter visitant. 

83. Anser albifrons gambeli. American White-fronted 
Goose. —Rare spring and fall migrant. Some years since I found 
specimens in the Boston markets I had reason to believe were 
killed in this State. Dr. Brewer says it was more common forty 
to fifty years ago than now, as was the case with many of our 
other Ducks and Geese (Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, II, 1877, 46). 

84. Branta canadensis. Canada Goose.— Common spring 
and autumn visitant; probably formerly a summer resident. 
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8 4a. Branta canadensis hutchinsi. Hutchings Goose. — 
Rather irregular rare spring and autumn visitant, but more com¬ 
mon formerly. (See Brewer, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club,* II, 1877, 46; 
Brewster , ibid., VIII, 1883, 163.) 

85 . Branta bernicla. Brant. —Not uncommon spring and 
autumn migrant. 

[86.] Branta leucopsis. Barnacle Goose. —Accidental. 
The only Massachusetts record is North Chatham, Nov. 1, 1885 
(F. JT. C\arpenter], Orn. and 051 ., XI, 1886, 16). The specimen 
was mounted by Mr. N. Vickary of Lynn, who also informed me 
of its capture in a letter. 

There are numerous extralimital records for eastern North 
America, it having been taken in Southern Labrador, Maine, 
Vermont, on Long Island, and in North Carolina. 

87 . Branta nigricans. Black Brant. —Rare or accidental, 
with the preceding. Though commonly attributed to the State 
there are thus far few positive records of its capture here. (See 
Brewer , Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., XVII, 1875, 447; Cory, 
Auk, I, 1884, 96.) 

[88.] Olor columbianns. Whistling Swan. —In early times 
(first half of the seventeenth century) this species was not uncom¬ 
mon (see Allen, , Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, I, 1876, 58), but at present 
it can be regarded only as a rare and irregular, perhaps acciden¬ 
tal, visitor. Recent authentic records are Nantucket, March 4, 
1878 ( Brewster , Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, IIP, 1878, 198); Nahant, 
about 1865 ( Brewer , Proc. Bost. Soc. Nat. Hist., XX, 1879, 274); 
Somerset, Oct. 16, 1880 (Slade, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VI, 1881, 
123). There are also recent records for New Hampshire (Sea- 
brook, Brewster, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, IV, 1879, 125), Connecti¬ 
cut (Branford Harbor, Merriam, Rev. Bds. Conn., 1877,120), and 
Rhode Island (Dexter, Forest and Stream, XIII, 1879, 848). 
Also St. John, N. B. (Gilbert, Canad. Nat. and Sportsman, II, 
1882, 144). 

[ 89 .] Plegadis autumnalis. Glossy Ibis. — Accidental. Sev¬ 
eral early records of its occurrence, but only three recent ones : 
Nantucket, Sept. 1869 (Allen, Am. Nat., Ill, 1870, 637); Cape 
Cod (Orleans and Chatham), three specimens, about May 5, 1878 

1886.] 
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{Brewer, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, III, 1878, 151; Cory and. Allen, 
ibid., 152). A detailed history of the occurrence of this bird in 
Massachusetts and neighboring parts of New England is given 
in Stearns and Coues’s “ New England Bird Life ” (II, 1883, 
254-257). 

[ 90 .] Tantalus loculator. Wood Ibis. —Accidental. Re¬ 
corded by me (Bull. Nutt. Om. Club, VIII, 1883, 187), on what 
has proved to be doubtful authority, as taken at Georgetown, 
June 19, 1880. The authenticity of the alleged capture has since 
been investigated with care, without eliciting any evidence tend¬ 
ing to impeach the record, beyond the fact of the untrustworthy 
character of my informant (see Auk, I, 1884, 295-297). The 
capture of the species at Glasco, Ulster County, N. Y., July 
8, 1884 {Fisher, Auk II, 1885, 221), not far from the western 
border of the State, and also at Troy, N. Y., at Williamsport, 
Penn. {Allen, Bull. Nutt. Om. Club, I, 1876, 96), Elizabethtown, 
Lancaster Co., Penn. {Sherratt, Orn. and 061 ., IX, 1884, 115), 
and in West Virginia {Wall, American Field, XXII, 1884, 82), 
shows that the species occasionally wanders far beyond its usual 
range, and thus gives probability of its occurrence in Massachu¬ 
setts. 

* 91 . Botauruslentiginosus. American Bittern.— Common 
summer resident. 

* 92 . BotaurtlS exilis. Least Bittern. —Not generally com¬ 
mon, but rather frequent at some localities. 

* 93 . Ardea herodias. Great Blue Heron.— A not com¬ 
mon summer resident. 

[ 94 .] Ardea egretta. American Egret. —Accidental. Several 
comparatively recent instances of its capture have been recorded 
(Hudson, Ashland, and Lynn, Allen, Am. Nat., Ill, 1870, 637 ; 
Westford, 1873, Par die, Am. Nat., VII, 693). Also Saybrook, 
Conn., Aug. 11, 1881 {Sage, O. & O., VII, 189, and ibid., VIII, 4). 
—It has been taken also in New Brunswick (Grand Menan), Nov. 
3, 1878), and Halifax, Nova Scotia {Deane, Bull. Nutt. Om. Club, 
IV, 1879, 63). For references to earlier records of this and the 
two following species see Stearns and Coues’s “New England Bird 
Life,” Vol. II, 1883, 260-264. 
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[95.] Ardea candidissima. Snowy Heron.— Accidental. 
There are fewer recorded instances of the occurrence of this spe¬ 
cies than of the preceding. A recent one is Nantucket, March, 
1882 (. Purdie, Bull. Nutt. Om. Club, VII, 1882, 251). 

[96.] Ardea caernlea. Little Blue Heron. —Accidental. 
While there is no recent record of its capture in Massachusetts, 
it may be of interest to note the following : Scarborough, Maine 
(Brown, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VII, 1882, 123) ; Saybrook, Conn. 
(Clark, Orn. & Ool., VII, 1882, 51); Warwick, R. I., July 13, 
1878 (Deane, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, V, 1880, 123). 

*97. Ardea virescens. Green Heron. —Common summer 
resident. 

*98. Nycticorax nycticorax naevius. Black - crowned 
Night Heron. —Common summer resident. Stragglers have 
been observed at Cambridge in winter. 

[99.] Nycticorax yiolaceus. Yellow-crowned Night 
Heron. —Accidental. Two records: Lynn, Oct. 1862 (Allen, 
Am. Nat., Ill, 1870, 637); Somerville, July 30, 1878 ( Brewster , 
Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, IV, 1879, I2 4 )* 

[100.] Rallus elegans. King Rail— Rare or accidental. 
Nahant, Nov. 21, 1875 (Purdie, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, II,'1877, 
22) ; Sudbury Meadows, “some years since” (Purdie, ibid., Ill, 
1878, 146). A rare summer resident in Southern Connecticut 
(Merriam, Rev. Bds. Conn., 115), 

[101.] Rallus longirostris crepitans. Clapper Rail.— Rare 
or accidental. Boston Harbor, May 4, 1875 (Purdie, Bull. Nutt. 
Orn. Club, II, 1877, 22) ; Plymouth, Oct. 1879 (Purdie, ibid., VI, 
1881, 62). It has also occurred near Portland, Maine (Brown, 
ibid., IV, 1879, *°8), and has been repeatedly taken in Connecti¬ 
cut (Merriam, Rev. Bds. Conn., 1877, 115). 

*102. Rallus virginianus. Virginia Rail.— Common sum¬ 
mer resident. 

*103. Porzana Carolina. Sora. —Common summer resident. 

104. Porzana noreboracensis. Yellow Rail. —Rare sum¬ 
mer visitant, but occasionally common at some localities, as at 
Plymouth (Brewster, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VI, 1881, 186). Has 
18 86.] 
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also been recorded from Maine and New Brunswick, as well as 
Connecticut. 

* 105 . Porzana jainaicensis. Black Rail. —Very rare, per¬ 
haps accidental, summer visitant. One instance only of its capture 
in Massachusetts hitherto recorded (Clark’s Isl., Plymouth Har¬ 
bor, Aug. 1869, Pur die, Bull. Nut t. Orn. Club, II, 1877, 22). As 
yet only two records of its capture in Connecticut, where it has 
been found breeding (see Merriam , Rev. Bds. Conn., 1877, 119). 

I now add another Massachusetts record, on information fur¬ 
nished me by Mr. A. W. Baker, who found a pair at Chatham with 
young in July, 1884, and a nest with four eggs in May, 1SS5. 

[ 106 .] Ionomis martinica. Purple Gallinule. —Acciden¬ 
tal. A recent record of its occurrence is Rockport, April 12, 1875 
(Whitman , Am. Nat., IX, 1875, 674). More easterly recent 
records are Calais, Me. ( Boardman , Am. Nat., Ill, 498) ; Booth- 
bay, Me. (Pur die, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, V, 1880, 242); Halifax, 
Jan. 30, 1870 (Jones, Am. Nat., IV, 253); New Brunswick, two 
instances (Brewster, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VI, 1881,186 ; Cham - 
berlaine , ibid., VII, 1882, 105). A new Rhode Island record is 
Westerly, about 1857 ( Jencks , ibid., VII, 1881, 124). (For refer¬ 
ences to earlier records see Stearns and Coues’s “ New England 
Bird Life,” II, 1883, 293.) 

* 107 . Gallinula galeata. Florida Gallinule. —Rare sum¬ 
mer visitant, doubtless occasionally breeding (see Allen, Am. Nat, 
III, Feb. 1870, 639). Recent records are Nantucket, Oct. 1872 
(Brewer, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, IV, 1S79, 63), and Wayland, Sept. 
10, 1878 (Brewer, Proc. Bost. Soc. Nat. Hist., XX, 273). A re¬ 
cent New Brunswick record is Dick’s Lake, Sept. 1880 (Brewster, 
Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VI, 1881, 186). Given as rather common 
in Connecticut by Merriam (Rev. Bds. Conn., 1877, 19). 

* 108 . Fulica americana. American Coot. —Rare summer 
resident; more numerous in fall and spring. 

109 . Crymophilus fulicarius. Red Phalarope. — Not 
common spring and autumn migrant, chiefly off the coast. Rare¬ 
ly taken. “ Well out in Massachusetts Bay,” Aug. 31,1878 (New¬ 
comb, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, IV, 1879, 12 7 5 Forest and Stream, 
XXII, No. 25, July 17, 1884, 484). 
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110. Phalaropus lofoatus. Northern Phalarope. —Spring 
and fall migrant, chiefly off the coast. Mr. Brewster mentions it 
as “ of by no means rare occurrence in Boston market, from Cape 
Cod and elsewhere along the Massachusetts coast... .It is, how¬ 
ever, like several other off-coast species, not commonly found 
near the land unless forced to take shelter from severe storms ” 
(Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, III, 1878, 152). Swampscott (. Newcomb , 
Forest and Stream, XXII, No. 25, July 17, 1884, 484). A recent 
inland record is Ware, Oct. 13, 1875 ( Stearns , Bull. Nutt. Orn. 
Club, V, 1880, 122). 

111. Steganopus tricolor. Wilson’s Phalarope. — Very 
rare. No recent nor very explicit Massachusetts records. Doubt¬ 
less not uncommon in migrations off the coast. Taken at New¬ 
port, R. I., Aug. 2, 1880 ( Jencks , Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, V, 1880, 
237). There are several recent Long Island records. 

[112.] Recurvirostra aniericana. American Avocet. —Ac¬ 
cidental. Natick, Oct. 19, 1880 (. Purdie, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, 

VI, 1881, 123). Interesting extralimital records are near Say- 
brook, Conn. {Merriam, Rev. Bds. Conn., 1877, 103); Point Le- 
preaux, N. B., 1862 (cf. Brewer, Proc. Bost. Soc. Nat. Hist., XVII, 
1875, 452); Quaco, N. B., 1880, three specimens (Boardman, Bull. 
Nutt. Orn. Club, V, 1880, 241), and St. Martins, N. B. ( Chamber - 
laine , ibid., VII, 1882, 105). At the latter place one or more of 
these birds reported as taken each year for the five preceding 
years, two usually being met with together. 

[113.] Himantopus mexicanus. Blacic-necked Stilt.— 
Accidental. Mr. Maynard gives it, on the authority of gunners 
and others, “ as occasionally seen along the sandy beaches ” (Nat. 
Guide, 1870, 143). Mr. Boardman saw, some years since, two 
specimens in a Boston market, which he was assured were taken 
in this State (Allen, Am. Nat., Ill, 1870, 638). It has been taken 
at Calais, Maine (Boardman, Proc. Bost. Soc. Nat. Hist., IX, 1862, 
128), and in New Brunswick (Cha?nberlaine, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, 

VII, 1882, 105), where several had been taken at Mace’s Bay dur¬ 
ing former years. 

*114. Philoliela minor. American Woodcock. —Common 
summer resident. 
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*115. GallinagO delicata. Wilson’s Snipe.— Common dur¬ 
ing migrations, and a rather rare summer resident. A few pass 
the winter at favorable localities. 

116. Macrorhamphus griseus. Dowicher. —Rather com¬ 
mon spring and autumn migrant. 

117. Macrorhamphus scolopaceus. Long-billed Dowich¬ 
er. —Not infrequent spring and fall migrant. (This, in my 1878 
“ List,” was combined with the preceding.) 

118. Micropalama himantopus. Stilt Sandpiper. — Not 
common, and occurring chiefly during the autumnal migration. 
For the history of this bird’s mode of occurrence and distribution 
in Massachusetts, and along the New England coast generally, see 
Stearns and Coues’s “ New England Bird Life” (II, 1883, 206- 
212), and the references there given. 

119. Tringa canutus. Knot. —Common spring and autumn 
visitant. 

120. Tringa maritima. Purple Sandpiper.— Not uncom¬ 
mon in winter along rocky shores. 

121. Tringa maculata. Pectoral Sandpiper. —Rare dur¬ 
ing its spring migrations, but common “from July 10 or 15 until 
quite late in the fall ” (Newcomb, Forest and Stream, XXII, No. 
25, July 17, 1883, 483). 

122. Tringa fuscicollis. White-rumped Sandpiper. —Com- 
mon spring and fall migrant. 

[123.] Tringa bairdi. Baird’s Sandpiper. —Rare or casual. 
The records are Long Island, Boston Harbor, Aug. 27, 1870 
(Brewster, Am. Nat., VI, 1872, 306); Swampscott, Aug. 27, 1876 
{Brewer, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, III, 1878, 140); Marblehead, Aug. 
15, 1881 (Lamb, Joum. Bost. Zool. Soc., I, 1882, 37). There are 
also records for New Hampshire, Maine, and Long Island, N. Y. 

124. Tringa minutilla. Least Sandpiper.— Abundant dur¬ 
ing its migrations. 

125. Tringa alpina pacifica. Red-backed Sandpiper.— 
Rare spring and common autumn visitant ; a few sometimes re¬ 
main in summer. 
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[126.] Tringa ferruginea. Curlew Sandpiper.— Rare or 
accidental in spring and fall. According to Dr. Brewer, there 
was no authenticated instance of its occurrence in New England 
ori record prior to 1875, when he announced the capture of a 
specimen “recently taken” in Ipswich (Proc. Bost. Soc. Nat. 
Hist., XVII, 1875, 446). Mr. E. A. Samuels, however, refers to its 
having been shot on Cape Ann in 1865 (Orn. and 061 ., New Eng., 
1868, 447). Mr. Brewster has since recorded its capture in East 
Boston, early in May, 1866 (Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, I, 1876, 51). 
Mr. Deane has added Cape Cod, May 10, 1878, and Nahant (ibid., 
IV, 1879, I2 4 )« It has also k een taken at Scarborough, Me., Sept. 
15, 1881 (. Purdie , ibid., VII, 1882, 124), and there are several 
Connecticut records. 

127. Ereunetes pusillus. Semipalmated Sandpiper. — 
Abundant during its migrations ; a few sometimes met with in 
summer. 

[128.] Ereunetes occidentalis. Western Sandpiper. — 
Doubtless of casual occurrence merely. Long Island, Boston Har¬ 
bor, Aug. 27, 1870 ( Henshaw , Auk, II, 1885, 384). Has recently 
been found in numbers on the coast of Maryland and Virginia 
(.Beckham , ibid., II, 1885, no ; Smith, , ibid., II, 1885, 285). 

129. Calidris arenaria. Sanderling. — Abundant spring 
and autumn migrant; stragglers sometimes remain in summer. 

130. Limosa fedoa. Marbled Godwit. — Rare spring and 
autumn visitant. Ipswich, July 17, 1869 {Maynard, Nat. Guide, 
1870, 142). Dr. Brewer says “ A few are seen both in their spring 
migrations and in the fall, in the more easterly portions of Barn¬ 
stable County” (Water Birds of North America, I, 1884, 257). 

131. Limosa ha&mastica. Hudsonian Godwit.— Of rare 
or irregular occurrence, chiefly in the fall; sometimes not un¬ 
common. 

132. Totanus melanoleucus. Greater Yellow-legs.— 
Common spring and autumn migrant, and a few linger in summer. 

133. Totanus flayipes. Yellow-legs. — Occasional spring 
and common autumn visitant; rare in summer. 

r886.] 
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134. Totanus solitaries. Solitary Sandpiper.— Common 
in spring and fall; stragglers sometimes remain in summer. Has 
been found breeding at Rutland, Vt., by Mr. Jenness Richardson 
{Brewer, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, III, 1878, 197). 

*135. Symphemia semipahnata. Willet. —Rare summer 
resident, sometimes breeding. More common in spring and fall. 
Dr. Brewer says he “ met with it breeding on the small Island of 
Muskeget, near Nantucket (Water Birds of North America, I, 
1884, 287). 

[136.] Pavoncella pugnax. Ruff. —The only Massachusetts 
records of its occurrence appear to be Newburyport marshes, 
May 28, 1871 ( Brewster , Am. Nat., VI, 1872, 306), and Chatham, 
Sept. 11, 1880 {Plummer, Forest and Stream, Oct. 7, 1880, 1S6). 
Extralimital records include Long Island (several instances), 
Calais, Maine, several instances {Boardman, Proc. Bost. Soc. Nat. 
Hist., IX, 1862, 129), Upton, Maine ( Brewster , Bull. Nutt. Orn. 
Club, I, 1876, 19), and in the interior as far west as Western On¬ 
tario ( Morden and Saunders, Canad. Sportsm. and Nat., Ill, 1883, 
243) and Ohio {Wheaton, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, II, 1877, 83). 

*137. Bartramia longicauda. Bartramian Sandpiper.— 
Not very common summer resident; abundant during migrations. 

138. Tryngites subruficollis. Buff-breasted Sandpiper. 
—Rather uncommon spring and autumn visitant. 

*139. Actitis maeularia. Spotted Sandpiper. —Common 
summer resident. 

140. Numenius longirostris. Long-billed Curlew.—A 
not very common spring and autumn visitant. 

141. Numenius hudsonicus. Hudsonian Curlew.— Spring 
and fall migrant; sometimes quite numerous, and generally more 
common than either of the other species of this genus. 

142. Numenius borealis. Eskimo Curlew.— Rather un¬ 
common spring and autumn migrant. 

143. Charadrius squatarola. Black-dellied Plover — 
Generally more or less common during spring and fall. 

144. Charadrius dominicus. American Golden Plover.— 

Common autumn migrant; very rare in spring (see Brewster , 
Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VIII, 1883, 163.) r r u j y 
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*145. iEgialitis YOCifera. Killdeer. —A not common sum¬ 
mer resident. 

146. iEgialitis semipalmata. Semipalmated Plover.— 
Abundant spring and autum visitant. 

*147. iEgialitis meloda. Piping Plover.— Common sum¬ 
mer resident along the coast. 

[147 a.] JEgialitis meloda cii’CUinemeta. Belted Piping 
Plover. —Probably of rare or casual occurrence, it having been 
taken on Long Island (Rockaway, April 30, 1873, Eagle, Bull. 
Nutt. Orn. Club, III, 1878, 94), and at the Magdalen Islands, 
Gulf of St. Lawrence {Cory, Naturalist in the Magdalen Islands, 
1878, 61). I am under the impression that I have seen a Massa¬ 
chusetts example. 

[148.] JEgialiiis wilsonia. Wilson’s Plover. —Accidental. 
Gurnet (“ Conn.”=Mass.), Aug. 20, 1877 {Cones, apud Fisk, Bull. 
Nutt. Orn. Club, VII, 1882, 59). There are several recent Long 
Island (N. Y.) records, and it has lately been taken in Nova 
Scotia {Goss, Auk, II, 221). 

149. Arenaria interpres. Turnstone.— Rather common 
spring and autumn visitant. 

[150.] Haematopus palliatus. American Oyster-catcher. 
—Now of merely accidental occurrence. The only recent explicit 
record is Chatham, April, 1885 (Prewster, Auk, II, 1885, 384; 
Cahocn , same specimen, Orn. and Obi., X, 1885, 160). Formerly, 
doubtless, npt uncommon. 

151 . Colinus viTginianns. Bob-white. —More or less com¬ 
mon resident in most parts of the State. 

[ 152 .] Dendragapus canadensis. Canada Grouse.— Acci¬ 
dental. Only two recorded instances of its capture, which are 
Gloucester, 1851 {Putnam, Proc. Essex Inst., I, 1856, 224); 
Roxbury, • about 1865 {Allen, Am. Nat., Ill, 1870, 636). 

* 158 . Benasa ambelltis. Ruffed Grouse. —Common resi¬ 
dent. 

*154. Tympanuclins cupido. Prairie Hen— Formerly 
common in various parts of the State, but long since extirpated, 
except on the Island of Martha’s Vineyard, where they still exist 
1886.] 
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in considerable numbers. (See Brewster, Auk II, 1885, 80-84.) 
Western birds have at different times been turned out in Barn¬ 
stable and Berkshire Counties, where some, or their descendants, 
still survive. (See beyond, under u 4. Introduced species.”) 

* 155 . Ectopistes migratorius. Passenger Pigeon.— Irre¬ 
gular summer resident, not generally common. Has greatly de¬ 
creased in numbers during the last twenty to fifty years. 

* 156 . Zenaidura macroura. Mourning Dove. —Common 
summer resident. 

[ 157 .] Cathartes aura. Turkey Vulture. —Accidental. 
Two were taken in the State in 1863 (Samuels, Agr. Mass., Secy’s 
Rep. 1863, App., p. xviii). Seen in Waltham, August, 1867 (May¬ 
nard, Nat. Guide, 1870, 137*). 

There are numerous Connecticut records (see Merriam, Rev. 
Bds. Conn. 1877, 91; Sage, Om. and Ool., VII, 141), and it has 
been recorded from Hampton Falls, N. H. (Cory, Bull. Nutt. Om. 
Club, VII, 1882, 184). Maine records are Calais ( Verrill, Proc. 
Bost.Soc.Nat. Hist.,IX., 1862, 122), Standish, Cumberland County 
(Smith, Forest and Stream, XX, No. 2, Feb. 8, 1883, 26), Freyburg, 
(Gushee, ibid., XX, 1883, 245), Buxton (Brown, Proc. Portland 
Soc. Nat. Hist., 1882), and Grand Menan (Moses, Forest and 
Stream, V, No. 3, Aug. 26, 1875). 

[ 158 .] Catharistii atrata. Black Vulture. —Accidental. 
Swampscott, November, 1850 ( Putnam, Proc. Essex Inst, I, 1856, 
223); Gloucester, Sept. 28, 1863 (Allen, ibid., IV., 1864, 81); 
Hudson (Allen, Am. Nat., Ill, 1870, 646). Maine records are 
Calais (Boardman, Am. Nat., Ill, 1869, 498), and Campobello 
Island, August, 1879 (Deane, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, V, 1880, 63). 
A Vermont record is Woodbury, July, 1884 (Graham, Random 
Notes on Nat. Hist., I, 1884, No. 9, 4). 

[ 159 .] Elanoides forficatus. Swallow-tailed Kite.— 
Accidental. Seen at Whately, about 1868 (Allen, Am. Nat., Ill, 
1870, 645); taken at West Newberry, Sept. 1882 (Coues, apud 
Newcomb, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VIII, 1883, 61). Dr. Merriam 

*Dr. Coues says at the end of his account of this species in “ New England Bird Life” (II, 
1883,137), "‘and Mr. Purdie’s manuscript makes us aware of two later Massachusetts instances.” 
Mr. Puniie writes roe that “ Massachusetts” should read 14 Maine,” Dr. Coues having misunder¬ 
stood his note. These two Maine cases are on the authority of Mr. Boardman, and appear to 
have not yet been published. 
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gives it as “ a rare straggler from the south ” in Connecticut (Rev. 
Bds. Conn., 1877, 76), and there are Long Island records for 1837 
{Giraud, Birds of Long Island, 1844, 13) and 1845 ( Berier, Bull. 
Nutt. Orn. Club, VI, 1881, 126). (An erroneous record for Maine 
is given in “ Forest and Stream,” XXI, 1884, No. 19, 563; cor¬ 
rected, /. c., No. 24, 464.) 

*160. Circus hudsonius. Marsh Hawk. —Common sum¬ 
mer resident 

*161. Accipiter yelox. Sharp-shinned Hawk. —Rather 
common summer resident. Has also been taken in winter {B. H. 
C\arpenter\ Orn. and 061 ., XI, 1886, 25; Allen, , Auk, II, 311). 

*162. Accipiter COOperi. Cooper's Hawk. —Common sum¬ 
mer resident; of occasional occurrence in winter. 

163. Accipiter atricapillus. American Goshawk.— Rather 
frequent winter visitant. Has been seen in summer, and perhaps 
occasionally breeds in the western part of the State. 

*164. Buteo borealis. Red-tailed Hawk. —A rather com¬ 
mon resident, but most numerous in fall and spring. 

*165. Buteo lineatus. Red-shouldered Hawk. —Common 
resident; most abundant in fall and spring. 

[166.] Buteo swainsoni. Swainson’s Hawk. — Accidental. 
Only two instances of its capture thus far recorded—Salem, win¬ 
ter of 1871-72 {Allen, Bull. Essex Inst., X, 1878, 22); Wayland, 
Sept. 12, 1876 {Brewster, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, III, 1878, 39). 

* 167 . Buteo latissimus. Broad-winged Hawk.— Rather 
rare summer resident. 

168. Archibuteo lagopus sancti-johannis. American 
Rough-legged Hawk.—R ather common winter visitant, but of 
somewhat local distribution. 

*169. Aquila cbrysaetos. Golden Eagle. —Very rare win¬ 
ter visitant. Recent records of its capture are Munson, Nov. 
1864; Deerfield, Dec. 14, 1865 ; Westfield, three specimens, 1866 
{Allen, Am. Nat., Ill, Dec. 1869) ; Fairhaven, Nov. 21, 1873 
{Allen, Bull. Essex Inst., X, 1878, 22). This specimen was sent 
in the flesh by Captain Charles Bryant to the Museum of Com¬ 
parative Zoology, where it is now preserved. Also Williamstown, 

1886.] 
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and said to breed on Graylock {Brewster, Auk, I, 1884,10). Mr. 
E. H. Forbush informs me of a specimen taken in Paxton, Wor¬ 
cester County, October 22, 1884. 

*170. Haliaeetus leucoeephalus. Bald Eagle. —Rare resi¬ 
dent. 

[171.] Falco rusticolus. Gray Gyrfalcon. —Of rare or ac¬ 
cidental occurrence in winter. There are various records. 

[171tf.] Falco rusticolus obsoletus. Black Gryfalcon.— 
Casual or accidental. Breed’s Island, Boston Harbor, Oct. 1876 
(Cory, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, II, 1877, 27); Essex County (Pur- 
die, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, IV, 1879, 189); Stowe, 1881 (Brewster, 
ibid., VIII, 1883, 184). There are also Vermont, Maine, Rhode 
Island and Long Island records. (For New England records of 
Gryfalcons see Purdie , in Stearns and Coues’s “New England 
Bird Life,” II, 1883, no, in; Jencks, Auk, I, 1884, 94.) 

*172. Falco peregrinus anatum. Duck Hawk— Rare 
resident; more common in winter than in summer, and along the 
coast than in the interior. Mount Tom and Sugar Loaf Moun¬ 
tain are well known as among its breeding places, and it doubtless 
breeds elsewhere in the western part of the State, as it does at 
various localities in Connecticut and in the Helderberg Mountains 
near Albany, N. Y. (Lintner, Auk, I, 1884, 391). 

173. Falco COlumbarius. Pigeon Hawk. —Rather rare, 
occurring chiefly in spring, fall, and winter. 

174. Falco sparverius. American Sparrow Hawk. —More 
or less common resident; most numerous, however, in spring and 
fall. 

175. Pandion haliaetus carolinensls. American Osprey.— 
Occasional summer visitant. Formerly bred in the State, but now 
nests here very rarely. Mr. F. H. C[arpenter] refers to a colony 
of “ about forty nests ” on Palmer River, near Rehoboth (Orn. 
and Ool., IX, 1884, 100). 

[176.] Strix pratincola. American Barn Owl. —Very rare 
or accidental. Only two specimens as yet known to have been 
taken in the State—one at Springfield, May, 1868 (Alien, Proc. 
Essex Inst., VI, 1868, 312); the other at Lynn, in 1865 (Allen, 
Am. Nat., Ill, 1870, 646). r TuJ 
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*177. Asio wilsoniaims. American Long-eared Owl.— 
A not common resident. 

*178. Asio aceipitrinus. Short-eared Owl. —Rather com¬ 
mon resident. 

*179. Syrnium nebulosum. Barred Owl. —Rather com¬ 
mon resident. 

[180.] Ulula cinerea. Great Gray Owl. —Accidental or 
very rare winter visitor. Recent records are Salem, Nov. 10, 
1866 {Allen, Am. Nat., Ill, Jan. 1870, 570); Lynn, 1872 {Brewer, 
Hist. N. Am. Bds., Ill, 1874, 32); Agawam, Feb. 25, 1883 {Allen, 
Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VIII, 1883, 123). A recent Rhode Island 
record isWickford, March 25, 1883 ( Jencks , Bull. Nutt. Om. Club, 
VIII, 1883, 183). (For references to some earlier records see 
Allen, Proc. Essex Inst., IV, 1864, 81; Am. Nat., Ill, 1870, 570; 
also Merriam, Rev. Bds. Conn., 1877, 70.) 

181. Nyctala tengmalmi richardsoni. Richardson’s 
Owl. —Rare winter visitor. Recent records of its occurrence are 
Lynn, 1863 {Allen, Am. Nat., Ill, 1870, 646); Cambridge, Dec. 
1865 {Maynard, Nat. Guide, 1870, 133); near Newton, Feb. 26, 
1879 {Brewer, Proc. Bost. Soc. Nat. Hist., XX, 271). It was taken 
near Providence, R. I., during winter of 1880-81 {Jencks, Bull. 
Nutt. Orn. Club, VI, 1881, 123), and Dec. 18, 1882 {Jencks, ibid., 
VIII, 1883,122); and at Hollis, N. H. {Fox, ibid., VIII, 1883, 61). 

*182. Nyctala acadica. Saw-whet Owl. —Rather common 
and probably resident (see Deane, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, II, 84). 
Found breeding at Braintree, June 4, 1880, and five nearly fledged 
young taken {Francis, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VI, 185). 

*183. Megascops asio. Screech Owl. —Common resident. 

*184. Bubo virginianus. Great Horned Owl.—A not 
uncommon resident. 

185. Nyctea nyctea. Snowy Owl.—A more or less regular 
winter visitant. Very abundant during the winter of 1876-77 
(see Deane , Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, II, 1877, 9). 

[186.] Surnia ulula caparoch. American Hawk Owl.— Very 
rare winter visitor in most parts of the State; perhaps of rather 
frequent occurrence in the more elevated parts of Berkshire 

1886.] 
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County. (See Allen, Am. Nat., Ill, 1869, 569.) There is a recent 
record of a specimen taken in Framingham in January, i860 
(Browne , Auk, II, 1885, 220), and of another taken at Chatham 
during the winter of 1883-84 {Allen, Auk, II, 1885, 383). There 
was quite an incursion of these birds into northern New England 
in the autumn of 1884 ( Brewster , Auk, II, 1885, 108), and one is 
reported as having been taken near Lynn {F. 3 . W[ebster\ , Orn. 
and Ool., X, 1885, 32). 

[187.] Speotyto cunicularia hypoga>a. Burrowing Owl.— 
Accidental. Newburyport, May 4, 1875 {Deane, Rod and Gun, 
VI, 97, May 15, 1875). This specimen is now in the Museum of 
Comparative Zoology at Cambridge. 

*188. Coccyzus americanus. Yellow-billed Cuckoo.— 
Rather frequent summer resident. Somewhat irregularly dispersed, 
and very variable in respect to numbers in different years. 

*189. Coccyzus erythrophthalmus. Black-billed Cuckoo. 
—Common summer resident. < 

*190. Ceryle alcyon. Belted Kingfisher. —Common sum¬ 
mer resident. Occasionally met with in winter. 

*191. Dryobates yillosus. Hairy Woodpecker. —A not 
common resident. More numerous in winter than in summer, 
when it is generally rare, especially in the eastern part of the 
State. 

*192. Dryobates pubescens. Downy Woodpecker. —Rather 
common resident. 

193. Picoides arcticus. Arctic Three-toed Woodpecker. 
—Very rare winter visitor. Recent records are: Middlesex 
County, fall of 1871 {Purdie, Am. Nat., VII, 1873, 693); Hyde 
Park, last of September, 1878 {Deane, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, V, 
Jan. 1880, 56); near Dorchester, Aug. 11, 1883 {Stearns, Forest 
and Stream, XXI, No. 24, Jan. 10, 1884, 474); Plymouth, Dec. 
17, 1880 {Brewster, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VI, 1881, 182); West 
Medford, Oct. 16, 1883 {Bridge, Journ. Boston Zool. Soc., Ill, 
Jan. 1884, 17); Lynn, winter of 1860-61 {Brewster, Bull. Nutt. 
Orn. Club, VIII, April, 1883, 122); Woburn and Holbrook, Oct. 
1883 {Brewster, Auk, I, Jan. 1884, 93). 
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[194.] Picoides americanus. American Three-toed Wood¬ 
pecker. —Very rare or accidental winter visitor. A recent record 
is Lynn, winter of 1860-61 {Brewster, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VIII, 
April, 1883, 122)—three specimens, two of them previously re¬ 
corded {Allen, Am. Nat., Ill, 1869, 572). 

*195. Spliyrapicus varius. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.— 
Not very common in spring and fall; found occasionally in sum¬ 
mer, and a few probably breed, more especially in Berkshire 
County, where birds with young were found by Mr. Brewster in 
June, 1883 (Auk, I, Jan. 1884, 12). Marked also as breeding by 
Dr. Emmons. 

*196. Ceophleeus pileatus. Pileated Woodpecker.— 
Nearly or quite extirpated from most parts of the State, but still 
more or less frequent in Berkshire County, and of occasional 
occurrence in other well wooded portions of the State. A recent 
record for the eastern part of the State is Boston Highlands, July 
20, 1883 {Bracket, Journ. Boston Zool. Soc., Ill, 1884, 17). On 
its occurrence in Berkshire County see Brewster, Auk, I, Jan. 
1884, 9, 12. 

*197. Melanerpes erythrocephalus. Red-headed Wood¬ 
pecker. —Rare summer resident, occasionally breeding. Most 
frequently observed in fall, and usually in immature plumage. It 
was unusually common about Boston, as well as in other parts of 
eastern New England, in the fall of 1881 {Purdie, Bull. Nutt. Orn. 
Club, VII, Jan. 1882, 57). 

[198.] Melanerpes carolinns. Red-bellied Woodpecker.— 
A rare straggler. Observed at Springfield, May 13, 1863 {Allen, 
Proc. Essex Inst., IV, 1864, 53); taken at Newton, Nov. 25, 1880 
{Plummer, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VI, April, 1881, 120); and at 
Cohasset, May 28, 1881 {Brewster, ibid., VI, July, 1881, 183). 
Also at Suffield, Conn., within a few miles of the Massachusetts 
line, July 30, 1874 {Merriam, Rev. Bds. Conn., 1877, 65). 
Given also by Emmons and Peabody, but their records were 
later discredited. 

*199. Colaptes auratus. Flicker.— Abundant summer resi¬ 
dent. Occasionally seen in winter. 

1886.] 
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[200.] Antrostomus carolinensis. Chuck-will’s-widow — 
Accidental. One found dead in a bam in Revere, in December, 
1884 (Osgood, Auk, II, April, 1885, 220). This specimen is now 
in the Cambridge Museum of Comparative Zoology. 

*201. Antrostomus vociferus. Whip-poor-will.— Common 
summer resident. 

*202. Chordeiles virginianus. Nighthawk.— Abundant 

summer resident 

*208. Chaetura pelasgica. Chimney Swift. — Abundant 
summer resident 

*204. Trochilus eolubris. Ruby-throated Hummingbird. 
—Common summer resident 

*205. Tyramms tyrannus. Kingbird. — Common summer 
resident. 

[206.] Tyrannus dominicensis. Gray Kingbird. — Acci¬ 
dental. Taken in Lynn early in October, 1869 (Allen, Am. Nat., 

in, 1870,645). 

*207. Myiarchus crinitus. Crested Flycatcher. — Rare 
summer resident. 

*208. Sayornis phcebe. Phoebe. —Common summer resident. 

*209. Contopus borealis. Olive-sided Flycatcher.— 
Rather uncommon summer resident; in general breeding spar¬ 
ingly, but commonly in Berkshire County (Brewster, Auk, I, Jan. 
1884, 15). 

*210. Contopns yiiriis. Wood Pewee. —Common summer 
resident. 

*211. Empidonax flaviventris. Yellow-bellied Fly¬ 
catcher. —Not uncommon in spring and fall. Breeds in Berk¬ 
shire County (Brewster, Auk, I, 1884, 15). 

*212. Empidonax pusillus traillii. Traill’s Flycatch¬ 
er. —Chiefly spring and autumn visitant Not common. A few 
remain in summer and breed. [This is Empidonax acadicus of 
my “ Birds of Springfield ” (Proc. Essex Inst., IV, 1864, 54), plus 
E. traillii of the same “ List.] 

*218. Empidonax minimus. Least Flycatcher. — Com¬ 
mon summer resident. 
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214 . Gtocoris alpestris. Horned Lark. —Winter visitant, 
chiefly along the coast, where it is generally common and some¬ 
times abundant. 

* 215 . Cyanocitta cristata. Blue Jay. —Common through- 
the year. 

216 . Corvus corax sinuatus. American Raven. — Very 
rare. Very few recorded instances of its capture within the State. 
A recent record is Williamstown, 1877 ( Tenney , Am. Nat., XI, 
243 ; Brewster , Auk, I, Jan. 1884, 10, foot-note). Frequent on 
the islands off the coast of Maine ( Merrill , Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, 
VI, 249). It has also been recorded from Brandon, Vt. 

* 217 . Corvus americanus. American Crow. — Common 
resident. 

* 218 . Dolichonyx oryzivorus. Bobolink —Abundant sum¬ 
mer resident. 

* 219 . Molothrus ater. Cowbird. —Common summer resi¬ 
dent. Has been taken in winter (Belmont, Spelman , Bull. Nutt. 
Orn. Club, VIII, 1883, 121). 

[220.] Xantliocephalus xanthocephalus. Yellow-headed 
Blackbird. —Accidental. Two instances of its capture. First 
identified from the wings, tail, and foot of a specimen shot by 
Mr. Frank Sawyer in Watertown, Oct. 15, 1869 (Allen, Am. Nat., 
Ill, 1870, 636). According to Mr. N. Vickary, of Lynn, two 
specimens were shot at Eastham, Sept. 10, 1877, by Mr. Loud, of 
Salem, one of which was preserved (Allen, Bull. Essex Inst., X, 
1878, 18). 

* 221 . Agelaius phoeniceus. Red-winged Blackbird.— 
Common summer resident. 

* 222 . Sturnella magna. Meadow Lark. —Common sum¬ 
mer resident; a few sometimes remain in winter. 

* 223 . Icterus spurius. Orchard Oriole. —Rare summer 
resident. More common in the Connecticut Valley than elsewhere 
in the State. 

* 224 . Icterus galbula. Baltimore Oriole. —Abundant 
summer resident. 
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225 . Scolecophagus carolinus. Rusty Blackbird.— Rather 
common spring and autumn visitant. 

*226. Quiscalus cpiiscula seneus. Bronzed Grackle.— 
Common summer resident. 

227 . Pinicola enucleator. Pine Grosbeak. —Irregular win¬ 
ter visitant, occurring sometimes in abundance. 

* 228 . Carpodacus purpureus. Purple Finch. —Rather com¬ 
mon summer resident; a few probably remain at some localities 
during winter. 

*229. Loxia curvirostra minor. American Crossbill.— 
Irregular winter visitor, but a much more frequent and abundant 
one than the next species. A few often occur in summer, and 
occasionally breed ( Browne , Auk, II, 1885, 105), as they have 
been found to do on Long Island (Orn. and OOl., VII, 68), in New 
Jersey (Forest and Stream, XXII, 302), and elsewhere as far south 
as Maryland (Auk, I, 292, and II, 379). 

230 . Loxia leucoptera. White-winged Crossbill. —Irregu¬ 
lar and infrequent winter visitant. 

231 . Aeanthis linaria. Redpoll. —An irregular but often 
abundant winter visitor. 

23la. Aeanthis linaria rostrata. Greater Redpoll.— 
With the preceding, but much less numerous. (See itrewster. 
Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VIII, April, 1883, 95-99, where this form 
is referred to at length under the name sEgiothus linaria holboellii) 

* 232 . Spiims tristis. American Goldfinch. —Common 
throughout the year, but of gregarious and nomadic habits in 
winter. 

233 . Spinus pinus. Pine SisKiN.—-Chiefly spring and autumn 
migrant; occasionally remains through the winter, and has been 
known to occur in summer. Marked as breeding by Dr. Emmons. 
Breeding at Sing Sing, N. Y., May, 1883 (Fisher, Bull. Nutt. Orn. 
Club, VIII, 1883, 180). Also at Rutland, Vt. (Science, III, 216). 

234 . Pleetrophenax nivalis. Snowflake. — Regular and 
rather common winter visitant. 

235 . Calcarius lapponicus. Lapland Longspur. —Winter 
visitant, mainly near the coast; not common. 
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[236.] Calcarius ornatus. Chestnut-collared Longspur. 
—Accidental. Magnolia, near Gloucester, July 28, 1876 ( Brewer , 
Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, II, 1877, 78). 

*237. Poocaetes gramineus. Vesper Sparrow. —Abundant 
summer resident. 

238. Ammodramus priuceps. Ipswich Sparrow. —Rather 
rare but regular winter visitant, occurring chiefly near the coast. 
Has been met with along the coast from Prince Edward’s Island 
to Delaware. 

*239. Ammodranms sandwicliensis savanna. Savanna 
Sparrow. —Abundant summer resident along the coast; much less 
common in the interior. 

*240. Ammodramus savannarum passerinus. Grasshop¬ 
per Sparrow. —Common and even abundant summer resident at 
favorable localities, especially in the Connecticut Valley and near 
the sea coast. 

*241. Ammodramus henslowi. Henslow’s Sparrow.— 
Rare summer resident, of rather irregular distribution. 

*242. Ammodramus caudacutus. Sharp-tailed Sparrow. 
—More or less common in the salt marshes along the coast, es¬ 
pecially in those of Charles River. 

242 a. Ammodramus caudacutus nelsoni. Nelson’s Spar¬ 
row. —Occurs sparingly with the preceding in autumn (. Hcnshciw , 
Auk, III, 1886, —). 

243. Ammodramus maritimus. Sea-side Sparrow. — 
Rare or accidental in the salt marshes along the coast. Only one 
recent record of its capture in the State—Nahant, Aug. 1877 
(Brezver, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, III, Jan. 1878, 48). Dr. Merriam 
gives it as a common summer resident in the salt and brackish 
water marshes of Connecticut (Rev. Bds. Conn., 1877, 38). 

[244;] Chondestes grammacus. Lark Finch. —Accidental. 
Four recorded instances of its occurrence. Gloucester, about 
1845 (Putnam, Proe. Essex Inst., I, 1856, 224); Newtonville, Nov. 
25, 1877 (Purdie, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, III, 1878, 44); Mag¬ 
nolia, Aug. 29, 1879 ( Townsend , Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, V, 53); 

1886.] 
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Framingham, April, 1883 ( Browne, Bull. Nutt. Om. Club, VIII, 
1883, 181). 

245 . Zonotrichia leucophrys. White-crowned Sparrow. 
—Rather rare spring and autumn migrant. 

*246. Zonotrichia silbicollis. White-throated Sparrow. 
—Abundant spring and autumn migrant. Breeds in Berkshire 
County (Emmonsj see also Brewster, Auk, I, 1884, 15). Recorded 
as nesting in Framingham, in June, 1874 ( Browne , Bull. Nutt. 
Orn. Club, V, 1880, 52). Taken in winter (Jan. 7, 1882) in 
Cambridge (. Lamb , Journ. Boston Zool. Soc., I, 1882, 32). 

247. Spizella monticola. Tree Sparrow. — Common winter 
visitant. 

* 248 . Spizella socialis. Chipping Sparrow. —Abundant 
summer resident. 

[ 249 .] Spizella breweri. Brewer’s Sparrow. —Accidental. 
Watertown, Dec. 15, 1873 {Brewster, Am. Nat., VIII, 1874, 366). 

* 250 . Spizellapusilla. Field Sparrow. —Common summer 
resident. 

* 251 . Junco hyemalis. Slate-colored Junco. —Mainly a 
spring and autumn visitant; a few are sometimes observed in 
winter. Breeds abundantly in the more elevated parts of Berk¬ 
shire County.' (See Auk, I, 1884, 14.) 

[251 a.] Junco hyemalis oregonus. Oregon Junco.— Acci¬ 
dental. Watertown, March 25, 1874 ( Brewster, Bull. Nutt. Om. 
Club, I, 1876, 19). 

* 252 . Melospiza fasciata. Song Sparrow. —Abundant sum¬ 
mer resident ; a few sometimes remain in winter in sheltered 
localities. 

253 . Melospiza lincolni. Lincoln’s Finch. — A rare or 
casual visitor in spring. Mr. E. I. Shores considers it as not rare 
at Sufheld, Conn., where he believes it sometimes breeds. (See 
Merriom , Rev. Bds. Conn., 1877, 38.) It has also been reported 
as breeding at Otter Lake, Hamilton Co., N. Y. (. Bagg , Bull. Nutt. 
Orn. Club, III, 1878, 197 ; ibid., VI, 1882, 246). 

* 254 . Melospiza georgiana. Swamp Sparrow. —A not very 
common summer resident, of rather local distribution. 
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255 . Passerella iliaca. Fox Sparrow. — Abundant spring 
and autumn migrant. 

* 250 . Pipilo erythrophthalinus. Towhee.— Abundant sum¬ 
mer resident. 

[ 257 .] Cardinalis cardinalis. Cardinal. — Accidental. 
Several instances of its occurrence recorded. A recent one is 
Woburn, Nov. 14, 1882 ( Richards , Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VIII, 
*883, 59). It has been taken as far north as Halifax, N. S. 
(Jones, Am. Nat., V, 1871, 176), and is resident in small numbers 
in Central Park, New York City, in Brooklyn, and on Long Island, 
N. Y. 

* 258 . Habia ludoviciana. Rose-breasted Grosbeak. — 
Common summer resident. 

[ 259 .] (xuiraca caerulea. Blue Grosbeak. — Accidental. 
Taken at Brookline, May 29, 1880, by Mr. Gordon Plummer 
(Allen, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, V, 1880, 184). Has also been taken 
at Grand Menan and Calais, Maine (. Boardman , Proc. Bost. Soc. 
Nat. Hist., IX, 1862, 127). 

*260. Passerina cyanea. Indigo Bunting. —Common sum¬ 
mer resident. 

*261. Spiza americana. Black-throated Bunting. — 
Very rare summer resident. Not generally distributed, but of 
rather frequent occurrence at some localities in the eastern part 
of the State. (See Fur die, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, III, 1878, 45; 
Brewer, ibid., Ill, 1878, 190 ; Deane, ibid., IV, 1879, 122.) Has 
been taken as far north as Penobscot Bay, Maine (Townsend, 
Auk, II, 1885, 106). 

[ 262 .] Calamospiza melanocorys. Lark Bunting.— Acci¬ 
dental. One instance of its capture—Lynn, Dec. 5, 1877, taken 
by Mr. N. Vickary (Allen, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, III, 1878, 48). 

[ 263 .] Piranga ludoviciana. Western Tanager. —Acci¬ 
dental. A single specimen was taken alive in Salem, Jan. 20, 1878 
(Brewer, Forest and Stream, X, 95, March 14, 1878; Allen, Bull. 
Essex Inst., X, 1878, 37, where for “ Lynn ” read Salem). 

* 264 . Piranga erythromelas. Scarlet Tanager. —Com¬ 
mon summer resident. 

1886.] 
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[ 265 .] Piranga rubra. Summer Redbird.— ■Accidental sum¬ 
mer visitor. Several instances of its capture are on record. The 
most recent is Swampscott, June, 1866 (Allen, Bull. Essex Inst., 
X, 1878, 15). Taken at Grand Menan, May, x881 ( Batchelder , 
Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VII, 1882, 249). 

* 266 . Progue subis. Purple Martin. —Common summer 
resident. 

* 267 . Petrochelidon lunifrons. Cliff Swallow. —Common 
summer resident. 

* 268 . Chelidon erythrogaster. Barn Swallow. —Common 
summer resident. 

* 269 . Tachycineta bicolor. Tree Swallow.—C ommon 
summer resident. 

* 270 . Clivicola riparia. Bank Swallow. —Common sum¬ 
mer resident. 

[ 271 .] Ampelis garrulus. Northern Wax-wing. —Acci¬ 
dental in winter. The latest record is Lynn, Feb. 18, 1877 
(Allen, Bull. Essex Inst., X, 1878, 15). 

* 272 . Ampelis cedrorum. Cedar Wax-wing. — Common 
summer resident; frequently seen in winter in roving flocks, and 
at localities where it finds a good supply of food. 

273 . Lailius borealis. Great Northern Shrike. —Rather 
common winter visitant. 

274 . Lailius ludoYicianus excubitoroides. White-rumped 
Shrike. —Casual in migrations. Recent records of its occurrence 
are West Newton, Oct. 21, 1872 ( Purdie , Am. Nat., VII, 1873, 
115); Newtonville, 1874 (Maynard, Am. Sportsman, V, 313, Feb. 
13, 1875); Lynn, Nov. 1877 (Allen, Bull. Essex Inst., X, 1878, r5); 
Brookline, Feb. 1879 ( Brewster, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VI, 1881, 
55). More common in portions of Northern New England, where 
it breeds, as at Bangor, Me. (Brewer, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, IV, 
1879, 119 ; Purdie , ibid., IV, 1879, *86; Merrill, ibid., VI, 1881, 
250), and Rutland, Vt. (Brewer, ibid., IV, 1879, 119). 

* 275 . Yireo olivaeeus. Red-eyed Vireo. Abundant sum¬ 
mer resident. 
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276. Vireo philadelphicus. Philadelphia Vireo. —Very 
rare. There are but few records of its occurrence in the State, 
as follows: Cambridge, Sept. 7, 1875 ( Brewster , Bull. Nutt. Orn. 
Club, I, 1876, 19); Magnolia, Sept. 18, 1879 ( Townsend , ibid., V, 
1880, 53); Brookline, Sept. 1880? (. Brewster, ibid., VI, 3881, 53). 
It has been found to be a not very uncommon summer resident 
in northern Maine (see especially Brewster , Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, 
V, 1880, 1-7). 

*277. Vireo gilvus. Warbling Vireo. —Common summer 
resident. 

*278. Vireo flavifrons. Yellow-throated Vireo. —Rather 
common summer resident. 

*279. Vireo solitarius. Blue-headed Vireo. —Common 
spring and autumn migrant; a few stay through the summer and 
breed. 

*280. Vireo noveboracensis. White-eyed Vireo. —More or 
less common summer resident at certain localities. 

*281. Mniotilta varia. Black-and-white Creeper. —Com¬ 
mon summer resident. 

[282.] Protonotaria citrea. Prothonotary Warbler. — 
Accidental. Concord, May 9,1886 (. Brewster , Auk, III, 1886, 410). 
Long since introduced into the lists of New England birds on the 
basis of its capture at or near Calais, Me. ( Verrill , Proc. Bost. 
Soc. Nat. Hist., IX, 1863, 234). The specimen seems to have 
been captured, however, at St. Stephen’s, just within the bor¬ 
ders of New Brunswick (Baird, Brewer, and Ridgway , Hist. N. 
Am. Birds, I, 1874, 184,186), though still sometimes attributed 
to Maine (Stearns and Cones, New England Bird Life, I, 1881, 
no; Smith, Forest and Stream, XIX, No. 23, Jan. 4, 1883, 445). 
One was taken at South Kingstown, R. I., April 21, 1884 (Jencks, 
Random Notes on Nat. Hist., I, 1884, No. 5, 8, and No. 6, 8). 
Its usual northern limit along the Atlantic coast, however, seems 

to be the vicinity of Philadelphia. 

♦ 

[283.] Helmitherus vermivorus. Worm-eating Warbler. 
—A rare or accidental straggler from the south. The only 
record of its capture in the State is Cambridge, Sept. 19, 1881 
1886.] 
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(. Spelman, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VI, 1881, 246). Mr. Stearns 
reports having seen the species at Easthampton ('New England 
Bird Life, I, 1881, in). Of quite frequent occurrence in 
Southern Connecticut, where it has been found breeding ( Woolsey , 
Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, V, 1880, 116 ; Sage, Auk, II, 1885, 305). 

[284.] Helminthophila pinus. Blue-winged Warbler. — 
Rare straggler from the south. The two Massachusetts records 
are Dedham, about 1854 {Cabot, Proc. Bost. Soc. Nat. Hist., 
VI, 386—specimen still extant in the Society’s collection), and 
West Roxbury, May 17, 1878 {Dea?ie, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, III, 
1878, 188). Of frequent occurrence in Southern Connecticut, 
where it is recorded as regularly breeding, probably in consider¬ 
able numbers (see Merriam , Rev. Bds. Conn., 1877, 14 ; Stearns 
and Coues, New England Bird Life, I, 1881, 112 ; Aver ill, Orn. 
and OoL, IX, 1884, 111). 

*285. Helminthophila chrysoptera. Golden-winged War¬ 
bler. —Summer resident. Not generally common, but more or 
less frequent at some localities. 

*286. Helminthophila rufieapilla. N ashville Warbler. — 
Common summer resident. 

[287.] Helminthophila celata. Orange-crowned War¬ 
bler. —Rare or accidental. Only three instances of its capture 
thus far on record : Springfield, May 15, 1883 (Allen, Proc. Essex 
Inst., IV, 1864, 60); Lynn, Jan. 1,1875 ( Brewer , Proc. Bost. Soc. 
Nat. Hist., XVII, 439); Concord, Oct. 2, 1876 (Brewster, Bull. 
Nutt. Orn. Club, I, 1876, 94). The only other New England 
records are Hollis, N. H., May 16, 1876 (Fox, Forest and Stream, 
VI, 354) ; Cranston, R. I., ( Purdie , Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, II, 
1877, 21). The Isles of Shoals record (Murdoch, ibid., Ill, 1878, 
96), proved erroneous ( Brewster , ibid., VII, 1882, 53). 

288. Helminthophila peregrina. Tennessee Warbler.— 
Rare spring and autumn migrant. 

*289. Compsothlypis americana. Blue Yellow-backed 
Warbler. —Rather common summer resident. 

290. Dendroica tigrina. Cape May Warbler—R ather 
rare spring and autumn migrant. 
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* 291 . Dendroica iestiva. Yellow Warbler. —Abundant 
summer resident. 

*292. Dendroica caerulescens. Black-throated Blue 
Warbler. —Chiefly a spring and fall migrant. It breeds, however, 
in Berkshire County {Brewster, Auk, 1 ,1884,12,15), and has been 
observed in summer in other portions of the State. Breeds also 
in the Catskills ( Trippe , Am. Nat., VI, 1872, 47), and has been 
found nesting in Connecticut {Jones, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, I, 
1876, 11 ; Orn. and Ool., VI, 1881, 49 ; IX, 1884, 30, 31). 

293. Dendroica coronata. Yellow-rumped Warbler.— 
Abundant spring and autumn migrant. A few known to winter 
on Cape Cod. May breed in portions of Berkshire County, as 
Mr. Jenness Richardson informs it does on Killington Mountain, 
near Rutland, Vt., and also on the island in Lake Bombazine— 
localities within about fifty miles of the Massachusetts line. 

[294.] Dendroica auduboni. Audubon’s Warbler.— Acci¬ 
dental. Cambridge, Mass., Nov. 15, 1876 {Frazar, Bull. Nutt. 
Orn. Club, II, 1877, 27). 

*295. Dendroica maculosa. Black-and-yellow Warbler. 
—Common spring and autumn migrant. Breeds in the higher 
parts of Berkshire County ( Brewster , Auk, I, 1884, 11, 13), and 
has been observed a few times elsewhere in the State in summer. 

*296. Dendroica pennsylvanica. Chestnut-sided War¬ 
bler. —Common summer resident. 

297. Dendroica castanea. Bay-breasted Warbler.— 
Spring and autumn migrant, varying greatly in abundance in 
different years. 

298 . Dendroica striata. Black-poll Warbler. —Abundant 
spring and autumn migrant. Mr. Jenness Richardson informs 
me that it is a common summer resident about Castleton, Vt. 

*299. Dendroica blackurnue. Blackburnian Warbler.— 
Common spring and autumn visitant, some remaining through 
the summer. Breeds in Berkshire County {Brewster, Auk, I, 
1884, 15). 

[300.] Dendroica (lominica. Yellow-throated Warbler. 
—A casual or accidental visitor. The only Massachusetts record is 
1886.] 
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Dedham, about 1868 (Purdie. Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, III, 1878, 
146). It is recorded as an accidental visitor to Connecticut 
(Merriam, Rev. Bds. Conn., 1877, 17). 

*301. Dendroiea virens. Black-throated Green War¬ 
bler. —Common summer resident. 

*302. Dendroiea vigorsii. Pine Warbler.— Common sum¬ 
mer resident.* Occasionally stays in winter (Framingham, Hogg , 
Journ. Boston Zotil. Soc., I, 25 ; Duxbury, Dec. 18S2, Brewster, 
Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VIII, 1883, 120). 

[303.] Dendroiea palmarnm. Palm Warbler. — Rare. 
Brookline, Oct, 1878 (Deane, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, IV, 1879, 60, 
186) ; Cambridge, Sept. 13, 1880, and Belmont, Sept. 7, 1881 
(Spelman, ibid., VII, 1882, 54), and Sept. 29, 1883 (Lamb, Journ. 
Boston Zool. Soc., II, 1883, 55). 

303*. Dendroiea palmarnm hypochrysea. Yellow Palm 
Warbler. —Abundant spring and autumn migrant ; a few have 
been observed at favorable localities in winter. 

*304. Dendroiea diseolor. Prairie Warbler. —Common 
summer resident near the seaboard ; less common in the interior. 

*305. Seiurus aurocapillus.— Golden-crowned Thrush.— 
Abundant summer resident. 

*306. Seiurus noveboracensis. Water-thrush.— Rather 
common spring and autumn migrant. Some remain in summer, 
and it is recorded as breeding near Boston (Brewer, Hist. N. 
Am. Birds, I, 1874, 285). 

[307.] Seiums motaeilla. Louisiana Water-thrush.— 
Rare or accidental. One record of its capture (Mount Tom, 
April 28, 1869, Alien, Am. Nat., Ill, 1870,557). It has been found 
breeding near Norwich, Conn. (Ingersoll, Am. Nat., VIII, 238), and 
at Saybrook in the same State (Sage, Orn. and Ool., VII, 1882, 
145). Merriam gives it as “not rare in Southern Connecticut, 
where it breeds regularly, and probably in considerable numbers ” 
(Rev. Bds. Conn., 1877, 20). It has been taken also at Lake 
George, N. Y., May 16, 1881 (Fisher, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VI, 
1881, 245), and in Rhode Island (Deane, ibid., V, 1880, 116; 
Jencks , Orn. and Ool., VII, 1882, 114). 
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308. ©eothlypls agilis. Connecticut Warbler. —A very 
rare spring but not uncommon fall migrant; sometimes abundant 
in autumn in the vicinity of Cambridge. Probably more common 
in other parts of the State at that season than is generally sup¬ 
posed. Spring records are : Readville, May 24, 1883 (Maynard, 
Joum. Boston Zool. Soc., II, 1883, 43) ; Ashland, five specimens, 
spring, 1883 and 1884 ( Castle , Orn. and Ool., IX, 1884, 75). Erro¬ 
neous spring records for New England are New Haven, Conn. 
(Woolsey, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, V, 1880, 117); Bangor, Maine 
(Merrill, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, II, 1877—corrected, Merrill, 
Auk, III, 1886, 413). 

*309. ©eothlypis Philadelphia. Mourning Warbler.— 
Rare spring and autumn migrant, in most parts of the State, but 
a summer resident, breeding numerously, 111 the higher portions 
of Berkshire County (Brewster, Auk, I, 1884, 14, 15). 

* 310 . Geothlypis triehas. Maryland Yellow-throat.— 
Abundant summer resident. 

*311. Icteria yirens. Yellow-breasted Chat.—R are sum¬ 
mer resident. There are records of its nesting in various parts of 
the State, particularly in PTssex County, where it is locally 
frequent. 

[31 2 .] Sylvania mitrata. Hooded Warbler. —Accidental 
or casual. The only authentic record is Brookline, June 25,1879 
(Deane, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, V, 1880, 117). Not uncommon 
and breeding about Saybrook, in Southern Connecticut (Purdie, 
Am. Nat, VII, 1873, 692 ; Bull. Nutt Orn. Club, I, 1876, 73 ; 
ibid., II, 1877, 21 ; Clark, Orn. and Ool., VI, 1882, 9, 102). 

313. Sylvania pusilla. Wilson's Warbler.— Rather rare 
spring and autumn migrant. 

*314. Sylvania canadensis. Canadian Warbler.— Com¬ 
mon spring and autumn migrant. Occasionally seen in summer, 
and breeds commonly in Berkshire County (Brewster, Auk, I, 
1884,9,15). Also recorded as breeding in Essex County (Brewer, 
Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, III, 1878, 139). 

*315. Setophaga niticilla. American Redstart.— Rather 
common summer resident. 
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316 . Anthus pensilvanicus. American Pipit. —Spring and 
autumn visitant, in small flocks. Has been taken in June at 
Swampscott (j Brewer, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, III, 1878, 194). 

* 317 . Mimus polyglottos. Mockingbird. —Rare summer 
visitant, occasionally breeding, particularly in the Connecticut 
Valley. Also recorded as breeding in Arlington, near Boston 
(Townsend ', Auk, I, 1884, 192). The Mockingbird is given as a 
“ rare summer visitant ” to Connecticut {Merriam, Rev. Bds. 
Conn., 1877, 7), and is recorded as breeding repeatedly near 
Jewett City {Prior , Orn. and Ool., IX, 1884, 115). 

*31 8. Galeoscoptes carolinensis. Cat-bird. —Abundant 
summer resident. 

* 319 . Harporhynchus rulus. Brown Thrasher.— Abund¬ 
ant summer resident. 

[ 320 .] Thryothoros lndovicianus. Carolina Wren. —Rare. 
Reported as occurring in Roxbury, in the summer of 1877 
{Minot, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, I, 1876, 76 ; Land Birds and Game 
Birds of New England, 1877, 74). A specimen was taken in 
Lynn, July 6, 1878 ( Brewer , Bulk Nutt. Orn. Club, III, 1878, 
193), and in Brookline, Nov. 4, 1883 ( Cory, Auk, I, 1884, 91). It 
has been taken at Rye Beach, N. H. ( Spelman , Bull. Nutt. Orn. 
Club, VI, 1881, 54), and there are various recent records for 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, Long Island, and the vicinity of 
New York City. 

* 321 . Troglodytes aedon. House Wren.— Rather common 
summer resident. 

* 322 . Troglodytes hiemalis. Winter Wren.— Winter vis¬ 
itant ; not common. Breeds in the higher mountainous portions 
of Berkshire County ( Brewster , Auk, I, 1S84, 15, etc.). It is also 
recorded as breeding at Lynn ( Brewster , Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, 
VIII, 1883, 119). 

* 323 . Cistothorus stellaris. Short-billed Marsh Wren. — 
Locally common. 

* 324 . Cistothorus palustris. Long-billed Marsh Wren. 
—Common, like the preceding, at favorable localities. 
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*325. Certhia familiaris americana. Brown Creeper.— 
Resident, occasionally breeding, but most numerous in spring, 
autumn, and winter. 

*326. Sitta carolinensis. White-breasted Nuthatch.— 
Rather common resident. 

*327. Sitta canadensis. Red-breasted Nuthatch. —Win¬ 
ter visitant. Not generally common. The supposed instance 
of its breeding “on the ground, in Roxbury,” May, 1877 (re¬ 
corded in Am. Nat., XI, 565), proves to have been a mistake, 
the eggs taken being not those of that species. Mr. Brewster 
reports it as breeding in Berkshire County (Auk, I, 1884, 15). 

*328. Parus atricapillus. Chickadee.— Common resident. 

[329.] Parus hudsonicus. Hudsonian Chickadee. —Acci¬ 
dental. The records are Concord, Oct. 30, 1870 (. Brewster , Am. 
Nat., VI, 1872, 306) and Oct. 7, 1880 ( Brewster , Bull. Nutt. Orn. 
Club, VI, 1881, 54); Cambridge, Dec. 31, 1880 ( Spelman , Bull. 

Nutt. Orn. Club, VI, 1881, 114); Quincy, March 14, 1885 (-, 

Orn. and Obi., X, 1885, 64). It was also given as a bird of the 
State by Peabody (Rep. Orn. Mass., 1839, 402). Its capture at 
Smithfield, R. I. ( Jencks , Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VI, 1881, 54), is 
also of interest in this connection. 

330. Eegulus satrapa. Golden-crowned Kinglet. —Chiefly 
a winter visitant, occurring in variable abundance in different 
years, but usually is more or less common. Probably breeds in 
portions of Berkshire County, as it has been reported to do in 
the Catskills (Triple, Am. Nat., VI, 1872, 47). 

331. Regulus calendula. Ruby-crowned Kinglet.— 
Abundant spring and autumn visitant. 

[332.] Polioptila caerulea. Blue-gray Gratcatcher.— 
Accidental or casual. There are, however, several records of its 
occurrence, as follows : Chatham, Nov. 18, 1877 (Deane, Bull. 
Nutt. Orn. Club, III, 1878, 45); Falmouth, Dec. 18, 1877 ( Brewer , 
ibid., Ill, 1878, 146) ; Osterville, Cape Cod, Sept 26, 1879 
{Brewer , Proc. Bost. Soc. Nat. Hist., XX, 1879, 264); Magnolia, 
Aug. 27, 1879 ( Deane , Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, V, 1880, 47). It 
has been taken at Cape Elizabeth, Me. (Brow 7 i, ibid., V, 1880, 
1886.] 
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236), and there are several recent instances of its capture near 
Providence, R. I. (Purdie, ibid., II, 1877, 20), and in Connecticut 
(Mei'riam, Rev. Bds. Conn., 1877, 8; Sage, Bull. Nutt. Om. Club, 
VIII, 1883, 179 ; Auk, III, 1886, —). 

*333. Turdus mustelinus. Wood Thrush. —Common sum¬ 
mer visitant, except in the higher portions of Berkshire County. 

*334. Turdus fuscescens. Wilson’s Thrush. —Common 
summer resident. 

335. Turdus aliciae. Gray-cheeked Thrush. —Common 
spring and fall migrant. 

335#. Turdus aliciae bicknelli. Bicknell’s Thrush.— 
“ Regular and rather common spring and fall migrant... .Some 
seasons it is more numerous than the true alicice” (Brewster, in lit.). 
First recorded from Massachusetts by Mr. Brewster in 1883 (Bull. 
Nutt. Orn. Club, VIII, 1883, 17). 

*336. Turdus ustulatus swainsouii. Olive-backed Thrush. 
—Common spring and autumn migrant. Probably breeds in por¬ 
tions of Berkshire County, where Mr. Brewster found it common 
in June, 1883 (Auk, I, 1884, 12, 15). 

*337. Turdus aoualaschkae pallasii. Hermit Thrush.— 
Spring and fall migrant, except in the mountainous portions of 
the State west of the Connecticut Valley, where it is a common 
summer resident; also occasionally breeds in other parts of the 
State, notably in Barnstable County, in parts of which it is a not 
uncommon summer bird. 

*338. Merula migratoria. American Robin. —Abundant 
summer resident; a few remain during winter at favorable local¬ 
ities. 

[339.] Hesperocichla naevia. Varied Thrush. —Acci¬ 
dental. As yet the only authentic record of its occurrence is its 
capture at Ipswich, in December, 1864 {Allen, Proc. Essex Inst., 
V, 1868, 312; Am. Nat., Ill, Jan. 1870, 572 ; see further, on its 
supposed earlier occurrence in Massachusetts, Proc. Essex Inst., 
IV, 1864, 82). 

*340. Sialia sialis. Bluebird. —Abundant summer resident. 
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II.—EXTIRPATED SPECIES. 

1 . Plautus impennis. Great Auk. —The former existence 
of this species in Massachusetts is attested by the occurrence of 
its bones in the Indian shell-heaps of the coast, particularly at 
Ipswich, and there are also unquestionable allusions to its pres¬ 
ence on Cape Cod at the time the coast was explored by Gosnold 
in 1602 (see Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, I, 1876, 59). 

2 . Grus americana. Whooping Crane. —This species was 
given by Emmons in 1833 as a rare regular visitant, but there 
is no later record of its occurrence. It unquestionably occurred 
here at the time of the first settlement of the country, in common 
with the following species. 

3. Grus mexicana. Sandhill Crane. — Unquestionably 
more or less abundant two hundred years ago (see Bull. Nutt. 
Orn. Club, I, 1876, 58), but there is no recent record of its 
occurrence. 

4. Meleagris gallopavo. Wild Turkey. —Well known to 
have been a common species in Southern New England for a 
long time subsequent to the first settlement of this part of the 
country (see Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, I, 1876, 55), but long since 
ceased to exist here in a wild state. Considered as nearly ex¬ 
tinct by Emmons in 1833, but said by Hitchcock to be at that 
time “ frequently met with on Mount Holyoke ” (Rep. Geol. 
Mass., etc., 1833, 549). 

Other species virtually extirpated, are the Prairie Hen (Tym- 
panuchus cupido), now restricted to Martha's Vineyard, where a 
few representatives of this formerly rather common species still 
exist (see anted , p. 241); the Whistling Swan ( Olor columbianus ), 
now only a rare straggler, and probably also the Trumpeter Swan 
{Olor buccinator ). To these may doubtless be added the Labra¬ 
dor or Pied Duck (Camptolaimus labradorius). (See Rowley, 
Orn. Miscel., pt. VI, 1877, 205-333; Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, 

hi, 1878,79). 
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III.—SPECIES OF PROBABLE OCCURRENCE. 

Of the following list of nineteen species, the greater part have 
been included in various former lists of the birds of Massachu¬ 
setts, but generally on inferential evidence, or on erroneous iden¬ 
tification. About one-fourth of them have been taken within a 
few miles of the southern boundary of the State, and others, from 
their known general range, must evidently occur at rare intervals. 
At least one-half 'of the species named below have already been 
taken in adjoining States at points not far from the Massachusetts 
line. 

1. Larus kumlieni. Kumlien’s Gull.—As several speci¬ 
mens of this recently described species have been taken near the 
eastern coast of Maine (Grand Menan and Bay of Fundy), and 
one at Troy, N. Y., it may reasonably be expected to occur as a 
straggler to the coast of Massachusetts. 

2 . Procellaria pelagica. Stormy Petrel. —This species 
was formerly included as a bird of Massachusetts, but there seems 
to be no positive record of its occurrence south of the Newfound¬ 
land Banks. Its capture off the New England coast, as far south 
even as Massachusetts, would not be surprising, since at present 
our off-shore birds are by no means well-known. 

3* Fregata aquila. Man-o’-War Bird. —As this southern 
species has been taken on Faulkner's Island, Conn. ( Grinnell , Am. 
Nat., IX, 1865, 470), at Booth Bay, Maine ( Purdie , in Steams 
and Coues's New England Bird Life, II, 1883, 342), and in Nova 
Scotia {Deane, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, IY, 1879, 64), it may be 
entered in the present list as a possible accidental visitor to 
Massachusetts. 

4. Anas penelope. Widgeon. —This European species, for¬ 
merly given as a bird of Massachusetts, still lacks confirmation as 
a bird of the State, or even of New England. It has been taken 
on Long Island, in New Jersey, and southward to Florida, and 
also in Greenland, and may well be expected to occur in Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

5* Anas creeoa. European Teal. —Occurs as a straggler in 
eastern North America, having been taken at various points from 
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Labrador to the Carolinas, but there are as yet no New England 
records. 

6 . Olor buccinator. Trumpeter Swan. —In all probability 
common here two hundred years ago, and may still occur as a 
straggler. Although there is no recent record of its capture within 
the State, there is a comparatively recent reference to its supposed 
occurrence at East Windsor Hill, Conn. (March, 1876), within 
fifteen miles of the Massachusetts line ( Merriam , Rev. Bds. Conn., 
1877, 120). In several instances where the occurrence of Swans is 
recorded, there is some doubt as to the species, owing to unsatis¬ 
factory identification. 

7. Guara alba. White Ibis. —Has been recorded from Con¬ 
necticut ( Grinnell , Am. Nat., IX, 1875, 47 °)> South Woodstock, 
Vt. (Tracy, Orn. and Ool., X, 1885, 10), and repeatedly from 
Long Island. The species may occur as an accidental visitor to 
Massachusetts. 

8. Crex crex. Corn Crake. —Of casual occurrence in east¬ 
ern North America. Was taken at Cranston, R. I., about 1857 
(Jencks , Random Notes on Nat. Hist., I, 1884, No. 6, 3), and has 
been taken in several instances on Long Island; also at Troy, 
N. Y. (Park, Forest and Stream, XXII, Feb. 14, 1884, 44), and 
Salem, New Jersey (Cassin, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila.^ 1855, 
265); also in Greenland and the Bermudas. 

9. Scolopax rusticola. European Woodcock. — Occasional 
in eastern North America. There are records of its occurence 
in Newfoundland, Maine, Long Island, New Jersey, Virginia, and 
elsewhere in the Atlantic States. 

10 . Milyulus forficatus. Swallow-tailed Flycatcher. — 
This erratic species has been taken at Wauregan, Conn. (Purdie, 
Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, II, 1877, 21); St. Johnsburg, Vt. (Jencks, 
Random Notes on Nat. Hist., I, 1884, No. 8, 3); Trenton, N. J. 
(Abbott, Am. Nat., VI, 1872, 367); in Manitoba, and at York Fac¬ 
tory, Hudson’s Bay (Seton, Auk, II, 1885, 218). 

11 . Tyraunus verticalis. Arkansas Kingbird. —This west¬ 
ern species has been taken at Elliot (—“ Plympton”), Maine 
(Bryant, Proc. Bost. Soc. Nat. Hist., X, 1865, 96; Purdie, Bull. 
1886.] 
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Nutt. Orn. Club, I, 1876, 73), Riverdale, N. Y. (. Bicknell, ibid., 
IV, 1879, 60), and at Moorestown, N. J. ( Turnbull , Bds. Eastern 
Penn., 1869, 41), and is as likely to occur in Massachusetts as 
many other species which have been taken there. 

12 . Empidonax acadicus. Acadian Flycatcher.— Has 
been taken at Sufifield, Conn. ( Merriam , Rev. Bds. Conn., 1877, 
58), within about six miles of the Massachusetts line. Recorded 
by me in 1864 as occurring at Springfield, but in this instance 
E.pusillus traillii was mistaken for it, as heretofore stated (Proc. 
Essex Inst., X, 1878, 33). 

13 . Perisoreus canadensis. Canada Jay. —Has been taken 
at Portland, Me. (Brown, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VII, 1882, 122), 
and at Brandon, Vt. (Knowlton, ibid., VII, 1882, 64). Mr. Jen- 
ness Richardson informs me that there is a small resident colony 
of these birds near Rutland, Vt., about fifty miles north of the 
Massachusetts line, where he has often shot the birds. It doubt¬ 
less occurs as an occasional winter visitor in Berkshire County. 
Mr. C. J. Maynard reports seeing “ an individual in Newtonville ” 
“ in early summer,” about 1875 (Bds. East. N. Amer., 1879, 168), 
but it eluded capture, and there is, so far as known to me, no 
record of its actual capture in the State. Mr. George N. Lawrence, 
however, reports the capture of a specimen u on New York Island, 
near Manhattanville,” in midsummer (Ann. N. Y. Lyc. Nat. Hist., 
VIII, 1866, 289), a very unusual season for this bird to be seen 
so far south. 

14 . Corvus ossifragus. Fish Crow.— This species is now 
well known to be a not very rare resident on Long and Staten 
Islands, and in the lower Hudson Valley (Zerega, Bull. Nutt. Orn. 
Club, V, 1880, 205; Mearns , Bull. Essex Inst., XII, 1880, no- 
112; Pur die, ibid., V, 1880, 240; Butcher , Trans. Linn. Soc. New 
York, 1 ,1882,109-m). There is also an old Connecticut record 
(Linsley, Am. Journ. Sci. and Arts, XLIV, 1843, 260). Mr. Wil¬ 
liam Brewster observed a single individual in Cambridge, March 
16, 1875 (Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, I, 1876, 73), but there is thus far 
no record of the actual capture of the species within the State. 

15 . Stelgidopteryx serripennis. Rough-winged Swallow. 
—This species has been found breeding at West Point, N. Y. 
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( Mearns , Bull. Nutt. Om. Club, III, 1878, 46), and at Green's 
Farms, twenty-six miles west of New Haven, Conn., in 1876 and 
1877 ( Stannis , Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, IV, 1879, I][ 9 )* ^ was 

taken by Mr. E. I. Shores at Sufheld, Conn., June 6, 1874 (ibid., 
II, 1877, 2I )— a locality only a few miles south of the Massachu¬ 
setts line. Mr. John H. Sage also writes me that it was killed at 
East Hartford, Conn., in June, 1885. Its occasional presence in 
Massachusetts can, therefore, be scarcely questioned, although 
there is as yet no record of its actual capture within the State. 

16 . Dendroica caerulea. Cerulean Warbler. —Has oc¬ 
curred at Suffield, Conn., close to the Massachusetts boundary 
(Purdie, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, II, 1877, 22), and at Cumberland 
Hill, R. I. (Deane , ibid., IV, 1879, 185), and is quite likely to be 
found sooner or later within the State. 

17 . Geothlypis formosa. Kentucky Warbler.— This 
species has also been taken at Suffield, Conn. (Merriam, Rev. 
Bds. Conn., 1877, 22). This is its only New England record, but 
it has been taken at Sing Sing, N. Y. (Fisher, Am. Nat., IX, 
1875, 573), and also in Northern New Jersey. 

18 . Parus bicolor. Tufted Titmouse. —This species, which 
occurs sparingly as far north as Long Island and the vicinity of 
New York City, has several Connecticut records (see Merriam , 
Rev. Bds. Conn., 1877, 9), and has once occurred as near the 
Massachusetts border as Hartford. There is also an early New 
Hampshire record (Belknap, Hist. New Hampshire, III, 1792,173). 

19. Saxicola cenanthe. Wheatear. —Of frequent occur¬ 
rence in Southern Labrador, where it breeds, and in the Ber¬ 
mudas, and has been taken at Quebec, Canada (Baird, Rev. 
Am. Bds., 1864, 61); Indian Island, near Eastport, Maine 
(Boardman, Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, V, 1880, 115), and on Long 
Island, N. Y. (Law?-ence, Ann. N. Y. Lyc. Nat. Hist., VIII, 1866, 
282). Its capture in Massachusetts is therefore not improbable- 

The Crested Grebe (Coly?nbus crista fus ), formerly included 
among Massachusetts birds, has recently been found to have no 
status as even a bird of North America. 

The Manx Shearwater (Puffimis puffinus ), formerly given as 
more or less frequent off the coast in winter, is now considered 

1886.] 
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as of doubtful occurrence off the eastern coast of North America, 
there being no authentic record of its capture on the American 
side of the Atlantic, south of Greenland. 

The two species of Tropic Bird occasionally straggle far be¬ 
yond their usual range. The Yellow-billed Tropic Bird {Phaithon 
flavirosiris) is reported to have been taken “ in the interior of 
New York State about the middle of November, 1870 ” ( Maynard , 
Bds. East. N. Amer. 1879, 474 )> an d the Red-billed Tropic Bird 
( P. ceihereus) is said to be “casual near Newfoundland Banks” 
(. Ridgway , Water Birds N. Amer., IIj 1884, 189). 

The Willow Ptarmigan ( Lagopus albus ), of which a specimen 
was taken in Manchester, in May, 1859 (Cones, Proc. Essex Inst., 
V, 1868, 259), is doubtless to be regarded as an escaped cage- 
bird rather than as a species intentionally introduced, or even as 
an accidental waif. 

The Serin Finch ( Serinus hortulanus\ which has but a single 
record for the State ( Allen , Am. Nat., Ill, 1870, 635), or even for 
North America, may also doubtless be considered as an escaped 
cage-bird. 

The Evening Grosbeak (Coccothraustes vcspertina) has been 
taken at Toronto (Seton, Auk, II, 1885, 334), and at Woodstock 
(Mcllwraith, Proc. Essex Inst., V, 1866, 88) and London, Onta¬ 
rio (Morden and Saunders , Can. Nat. and Sports., II, 1882, 185. 
Also in Onondaga County, N. Y. ( Cones , Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VII, 
1882, 250), at Elizabethtown, Essex Co., N. Y. ( Brewer , Proc. 
Bost. Soc. Nat. Hist., XVII, 1875, 451), and near New York City 
( Lawrence , Ann. Lyc. Nat. Hist. New York, VIII, 1S66, 289). It 
may doubtless be looked for as an accidental visitor to Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

Linnaeus’s Emerald (Thaumatias linnai ). A specimen of 
this species has been recorded as taken in Massachusetts (. Allen, 
Am. Nat., Ill, 1870, 645), but the evidence of its capture in the 
State has since been found unsatisfactory, while the probabilities 
are evidently against such an occurrence. 

The Empidonax pygmseus ( Minot ., Land Birds and Game 
Birds of New England, 1877, 290), described from a bird “ caught 

sight of-in some shrubbery-near Boston,” is not recognized 

as having any scientific status. r 
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IV.—DOUBTFUL SPECIES. 

1 . Acanthis brewsteri. Brewster’s Linnet. —The type- 
specimen of this supposed species, taken at Waltham, by Mr. 
Brewster (. Ridgway , Am. Nat., VI, 1872, 433) remains unique. It 
is now thought to be possibly a hybrid between Acanthis linaria 
and Spurnspinus (see Brewster , Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VI, 1881, 

225). 

Helmintliophila leucobronchialis. Brewster’s Warbler.— 
This supposed species was first taken at Newtonville, May 18, 
1870 ( Brewster , Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, I, 1876, 1, pi. i). Numer¬ 
ous specimens have since been taken, particularly in southern 
Connecticut and in the lower Hudson Valley. (For a full cita¬ 
tion of references and analysis of the specimens see Ridgway , 
Auk, II, 1885, 359-363.) This and H. lawrencei seem likely to 
be simply hybrids between H ‘ chrysoptera and H. pinus (Brewster , 
Bull. Nutt. Orn. Club, VI, 1881, 218-225; Auk, III, 1886, 411). 

The Small-headed Flycatcher ( Muscicapa minuta Wilson), 
which has been twice reported as occurring in Massachusetts, but 
of which no specimens from anywhere are extant, is considered 
as too problematical to be entitled to recognition. Whatever it 
may finally prove to be, the Massachusetts records are too vague 
to have any value. 


V.—INTRODUCED SPECIES. 

1. TympanuchilS americamis. Prairie Hen. —Small num¬ 
bers of these birds have been ‘repeatedly liberated in various 
parts of the State, particularly in Barnstable County. Mr. 
William Brewster, who has given special attention to the matter, 
says, in a recent letter to me (dated 31st Dec., 1885), “I know 
of several cases where western Grouse [meaning the present 
species] have been turned out in Massachusetts within the past 
eight or ten years.... Only last winter a marketman in Boston 
told me he had some twenty odd sent in by a gunner in Berk¬ 
shire County .... A few days latter he showed me a letter from 
his gunner who said that he did not dare kill any more because 
a sportsman’s club which had procured the birds from the West, 

1886.] 
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and which was trying to stock the County with them, had found 
out that he was killing them and threatened to arrest him. 

“ I have also heard that within three years many western 
Grouse have been turned out on the Cape. The people who 
get and liberate them usually try to keep it a secret, believing 
that if it is known the market gunners will at once go for 
them. In short, while it is difficult to get proofs of the fact, 
I have no doubt that hundreds of Grouse from west of the 
Mississippi have been quietly introduced in Massachusetts within 
the last ten years.” 

Many years since they were introduced from the West to 
Naushon Island, but appear to have soon become exterminated. 
As stated above, they have since been liberated in Barnstable 
County, where several have recently been killed. They doubtless 
would thrive and increase there if they could be protected from 
the rapacity of unprincipled gunners. 

2 . Cotumix COturnix. European Quail. —During the 
last ten years a considerable number of these birds have been 
imported and turned out in various parts of the State, and also 
in neighboring States. So far as now known, the experiment 
has not been attended with very encouraging success. A few 
instances of their breeding have been reported, but in the main 
the birds have been lost sight of, so that the attempt at their 
naturalization has been practically a failure. (For a history of 
their introduction, etc., see Forest and Stream, issues of June 28, 
Aug. 2, Aug. 9, Aug. 23, Sept. 6, Nov. 15, Nov. 29, Dec. 6, and 
Dec. 27, 1877.) 

3. Carduelis elegans. European Goldfinch.— Of late 
years this species has been repeatedly met with in a wild state in 
the vicinity of Cambridge and elsewhere near Boston, where 
doubtless it may be considered as fairly established, as it certainly 
seems to be in the vicinity of New York, near which city it is 
known to have been turned out in numbers a few years ago 
(Adncy, Auk, III, 1886, 409). It has also been taken at Falmouth, 
Mass. ( Swift ., Om. and Ool., IX, 1884, 12). 

4. Passer domesticus. House Sparrow.— This introduced 
pest appears to have now spread to all parts of the State, at least 
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to all the larger towns and their immediate neighborhoods, and 
to have become everywhere ineradicably established, greatly to 
the regret of all lovers of our native song-birds, to whom this 
intruder proves so great a nuisance. 


GENERAL SUMMARY. 


Fully authenticated as birds of the State,*. 

340 

Extirpated,. 

4 

Given as of probable occurrence,. 

19 

Considered as fairly entitled to recognition as Massachusetts birds, 

359 

Known as breeding within the State (about),. 

142 

Extremely rare or accidental visitors. 

79 

Introduced,. 

4 

Species added since 1878,. 

23 


* Excluding nine varieties of species otherwise represented. 











